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RULES INCORPORATING CHANGES

LAST AMENDED AT THE AGM on 14/06/10
1. NAME

The club shall be called GREAT HARWOOD ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB, (the “club”)

2. OBJECTS

The objects of the Club shall be to provide facilities, promote the game of Association Football, to arrange matches and social activities for its members and community participation in the same.

The Club shall run football teams consisting of players from the age of six (under 7s to open age) as deemed by the Committee of the Club. Those players under the age of six will be allowed to take part in training sessions with the “Mini League Academy”.

The aim of the Club shall be to encourage Players and Parents/Guardians to participate in football in a sporting and self-disciplined manner. Players will be introduced to football via mini-soccer; a game designed by the Football Association to provide quality experiences for all young players at all levels and is deemed the most appropriate and fun introduction to football. Mini soccer is for all youngsters regardless of their ability. It is intended for girls and boys and young footballers with disabilities and learning difficulties. Mini soccer’s main aim is to ensure that children have more fun and learn more about playing the game using smaller teams and modified rules. Each Manager will endeavour to give all children a fair and reasonable amount of time on the pitch in all team games dependant on the player’s attendance at training and their personal behaviour and conduct, irrespective of their level of ability. The Club shall encourage all Players to fulfil their potential. As players grow and progress up to playing full 11 aside football, the emphasis shall alter slightly and whilst maintaining an emphasis on enjoyment and participation an increasing importance shall be placed on competition and performance based selection

3. STATUS OF RULES

These rules (the “Club Rules”) form a binding agreement between each member of the Club.

4. RULES AND REGULATIONS

(a) The members of the Club shall so exercise their rights, powers and duties and shall, where appropriate use their best endeavours to ensure that others conduct themselves so that the business and affairs of the Club are carried out in accordance with the Rules and Regulations of The Football Association Limited, (“The FA”), the County Football Association to which the Club is affiliated, (“Parent County Association” – the Lancashire FA) and competitions in which the Club participates, for the time being in force.
(b) No alteration to the Club Rules shall be effective without prior written approval by the Parent County Association. The FA and the Parent County Association reserve the right to approve any proposed changes to the Club Rules.
(c) The Club will also abide by The FA’s Child Protection Policies and Procedures, Codes of Conduct and the Equality Policy as shall be in place from time to time.
5. CLUB MEMBERSHIP

a) The members of the Club from time to time shall be those persons listed in the register of members, (the “Membership Register”) which shall be maintained by the Club Secretary.

b) Any person who wishes to be a member must apply on the Membership Application Form and deliver it to the Club. Election to membership shall be at the discretion of the Club Committee and granted in accordance with the anti-discrimination and equality policies which are in place from time to time. An appeal against refusal may be made to the Club Committee in accordance with the Complaints Procedure in force from time to time. Membership shall become effective upon an applicant’s name being entered in the membership register.
c) In the event of a member’s resignation or expulsion, his or her name shall be removed from the Membership Register.

d) The FA and Parent County Association shall be given access to the Membership Register on demand.

e) The Members shall comprise:

1. The Players registered to play League football, and Unregistered Players who attend training sessions. 

2. The Officers of the Club.
3. The Managers and assistant managers for each team.

4. The parents/guardians of all registered and unregistered players under the age of 18.
6. ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP FEE

a) An annual fee payable by each playing member shall be determined from time to time by the Club Committee and set at a level that will not pose a significant obstacle to community participation. Any fee shall be payable on a successful application for membership and annually by each member. Fees shall not be repayable.

b) The Club Committee shall have the authority to levy further subscriptions from time to time from the members as are reasonably necessary to fulfil the objects of the Club.

7. REGISTRATION AND EXPULSION

a) A member shall cease to be a member of the Club if, and from the date on which, he/she gives notice to the Club Committee of his/her resignation. A member whose annual membership fee or further subscription is more than two (2) months in arrears shall be deemed to have resigned.

b) The Club Committee shall have the power to expel a member when, in its opinion, it would not be in the interests of the Club for them to remain a member. An appeal against such a decision may be made to the Club Committee in accordance with the Complaints Procedure in force from time to time.

c) A member who resigns or is expelled shall not be entitle to claim any, or a share of any, of the income and assets of the Club, (the “Club Property”)
8. CLUB COMMITTEE

a) The Club Committee shall consist of the following Club Officers; Chairperson, Vice Chairperson, Treasurer, Secretary and Minutes Secretary and up to 5 other members elected at an Annual General Meeting.

b) Each Club Officer and Club Committee Member shall hold office from the date of appointment until the next Annual General Meeting, (“AGM”) unless otherwise resolved at an Extraordinary Meeting, (“EGM”). One person may hold no more than two positions of Club Officer at any time. The Club Committee shall be responsible for the management of all the affairs of the Club. Decisions of the Club Committee shall be made by a simple majority of those attending the Club Committee Meeting. The Chairperson of the Club Committee meeting shall have a casting vote in the event of a tie. Meetings of the Club Committee shall be chaired by the Chairperson or in their absence the Vice Chairperson. The quorum for the transaction of business of the Club Committee shall be nine.
c) Members of the Committee shall be entitled to attend all Committee Meetings and, except for the Chair, vote thereat - to a maximum of two per team, but no Member shall be allowed to vote on any matters directly appertaining to himself. In the event of the voting being equal on any matter, the Chair shall have a casting vote.
d) Decisions of the Club Committee shall be entered into the minute book of the Club to be maintained by the Club Secretary.

e) Any member of the Club Committee may call a meeting of the Club Committee by giving not less than seven days notice to all members of the Club Committee. The Club Committee shall hold not less than four meetings a year. 
f) An outgoing member of the Club Committee may be re-elected. Any vacancy on the Club Committee which arises between the Annual General Meetings shall be filled by a member proposed by one and seconded by another of the remaining Club Committee members and approved by a simple majority of the remaining Club Committee members.

g) Save as provided for in the Rules and Regulations of The FA, the Parent County Association and any applicable Competition, the Club Committee shall have the power to decide all questions and disputes arising in respect of any issue concerning the Club Rules.
h) Alterations and amendments to the rules of the Club can only be made on the vote of an Annual General Meeting or at a General Meeting specially convened for the purpose called in conformity with Rule 9. Any proposition to alter or amend the rules of the Club must be received by the Secretary 14 days prior to the Annual General Meeting or the General Meeting.
i) The position of a Club Officer shall be vacated if such person is subjected to a decision of The FA that such person be suspended from holding office or from taking part in any football activity relating to the administration or management of a football club.

j) The position of Honorary President is a non-electable role and will be decided upon by the members. The position will be reviewed on an annual basis.

k) The Position of Kit/Equipment Manager, Junior Rep and Fundraising Co-ordinator will be electable positions to be decided at the Annual General Meeting.

l) The Committee shall have the power: -
1. To make, amend or rescind any bye-law, so long as it does not contravene the Rules of the Club.

2. The Committee, as it may deem necessary, shall have the power to fill ad hoc vacancies that may occur.
3. To exercise disciplinary action when necessary.
4. The Committee shall have powers to apply, act upon, and enforce the Rules of the Club and shall also have jurisdiction over all matters affecting the Club, including any not provided for by the Rules.
m)  Except where otherwise mentioned all communications shall be addressed to the Secretary who shall conduct the correspondence of the Club and keep a record of its proceedings. 
9. ANNUAL AND EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL MEETINGS

a) An AGM shall be held in each year after the finish of the playing season and no later than the 30th June. (The financial year will end on the 31st of May). The Secretary shall give 28 days' notice of the Annual General Meeting to the members. The aim of the AGM is to:

1. Receive a report of the activities of the Club over the previous year.

2. Receive a report of the Club’s finances over the previous year. The Treasurer shall present an Annual Balance Sheet of income and expenditure to the Annual General Meeting. (No later than June 30th).

3. Elect the members of the Club Committee and

4. Consider any other business

b) The agenda for the AGM shall be: -

1) Minutes of last Annual General Meeting

2) Matters arising

3) Chair's address

4) Secretary's report

5) Treasurer's report

6) Any other Reports as Required:


Child Welfare Officer


Junior Representative


Fundraising and Social Co-Coordinator

Kit/Webshop Manager


Lyndon House Manager

7) Election of Officers and Committee Members

8) Registration Fees for next season

9) Alteration of Rules, if any (of which notice has been given)

c) Retiring Officers shall be eligible to become candidates for re-election without nomination. All new nominations for election of members as Club Officers or as members of the Club Committee shall be made in writing by the proposer and seconder, both of whom must be existing members of the Club, to the Club Secretary not less than 14 days before the AGM. Names of those nominated shall be circulated with the notice of the Annual General Meeting. In the event of there being no nomination in accordance with the foregoing for any office, nominations may be received at the Annual General Meeting. Notice of any resolution to be proposed at the AGM shall be given in writing to the Club Secretary not less than 14 days before the meeting.

d) An EGM may be called at anytime by the Club Committee and shall be called within 21 days of the receipt by the Club Secretary of a requisition in writing, signed by not less than 5 members stating the purposes for which the Meeting is required and the resolutions proposed. Business at any EGM may be any business that may be transacted at an AGM.

e) The Secretary shall send to each member at their last known address written notice of the date of a general meeting, (whether an AGM or EGM) together with the resolutions to be proposed at least 14 days before the meeting.
f) The quorum required for the Committee shall be nine members of the serving Committee (including a minimum of two Officers).
g) The Chairperson, or in their absence a Member selected by the Club Committee, shall take the chair. Each member present shall have one vote and resolutions shall be passed by a simple majority. In the event of an equality of votes, the Chairperson of the Meeting shall have a casting vote. Voting rights will be restricted to 2 votes per team.
h) The Club Secretary, or in their absence a member of the Club Committee, shall enter Minutes of General Meetings into the Minute Book of the Club.

10. CLUB TEAMS

At its first meeting following each AGM the Club Committee shall appoint a Club member to be responsible for each of the Club’s football teams. The appointed members shall be responsible for managing the affairs of the team. The appointed members shall present to the Club Committee at its last meeting prior to an AGM a written report of the activities of the team.

11. CLUB FINANCES

a) A bank account shall be opened and maintained in the name of the Club, (the “Club Account”). Designated account signatories shall be the Club Chairperson, the Club Secretary and the Treasurer. No sum shall be drawn from the Club Account except by cheque signed by two of the three signatories. All monies payable to the Club shall be received by the Treasurer and deposited in the Club Account.
b) The Club Property shall be applied only in furtherance of the objects of the Club. The distribution of profits or proceeds arising from the sale of Club Property to its members is prohibited.

c) The Club Committee shall have the power to authorise the payment of remuneration and expenses to any member of the Club, (although a Club shall not remunerate a member for playing) and to any other person or persons for services rendered to the Club.

d) The Club may provide sporting and related social facilities, sporting equipment, coaching, courses, insurance cover, medical treatment, away match expenses, post match refreshments, and other ordinary benefits of Community Amateur Sports Clubs as provided for in the Finance Act 2002.
e) The Club may also in connection with the sports purposes of the Club:

i. Sell and supply food, drink, and related sports clothing and equipment
ii. Employ members, (although not for playing), and remunerate them for providing goods and services, on fair terms set by the Club Committee without the person concerned being present. 
iii. Pay for reasonable hospitality for visiting teams and guests, and

iv. Indemnify the Club Committee and members acting properly in the course of running the Club against any liability incurred in the proper running of the Club, (but only to the extent of its assets).

f) The Club shall keep accounting records for recording the fact and nature of all payments and receipts so as to disclose, with reasonable accuracy, at any time, the financial position, including the assets and liabilities of the Club. The Club must retain its accounting records for a minimum of six years.

g) All expenditure greater than £20 on behalf of the Club to be approved by the Committee.

h) The Club Secretary will be entitled to claim reasonable expenses, subject to a maximum of £15 per month, to cover the cost of all telephone calls made on the Club’s behalf.

i) The Club shall prepare an annual “Financial Statement”, in such format as shall be available from The FA from time to time. The Financial Statement shall be verified by an independent, appropriately qualified accountant and shall be approved by members at a general meeting. A copy of any Financial Statement shall, on demand, be forwarded to The FA.

j) The Club property, other than the Club Account, shall be vested in not less than two and no more than four custodians, one of whom shall be the Treasurer, (“the Custodians”), who shall deal with the Club Property as directed by decisions of the Club Committee and entry in the Minute Book shall be conclusive evidence of such a decision.

k) The Custodians shall be appointed by the Club in a General Meeting and shall hold office until death or resignation unless removed by a resolution passed at a General Meeting.

l) On their removal or resignation a Custodian shall execute a Conveyance in such form as is published by The FA from time to time to a newly elected Custodian or the existing Custodians as directed by the Club Committee. The Club shall, on request, make a copy of any conveyance available to The FA. On the death of a Custodian, any Club Property vested in them shall vest automatically in the surviving Custodians. If there is only one surviving Custodian, an EGM shall be convened as soon as possible to appoint another Custodian.

m) The Custodians shall be entitled to an indemnity out of the Club Property for all expenses and other liabilities reasonably incurred by them in carrying out their duties.

12. DISSOLUTION
a) A resolution to dissolve the Club shall only be proposed at a General Meeting and shall be carried by a majority of at least three-quarters of the members present.

b) The dissolution shall take effect from the date of the resolution and 3 members of the Management Committee shall be elected by those present to be responsible for winding up the assets and liabilities of the Club 
c) Any surplus assets remaining after the discharge of the debts and liabilities of the Club shall be transferred to another Club, a competition, the Parent County Association or The FA for use by them for related community sports.

d) The Secretary of the Club shall inform all interested parties of the dissolution. A record of the disposal of the Club assets shall be kept by the Club Secretary, and a copy of this record shall be sent to the Secretary of the County Association that the Club is affiliated to.

e) The Committee shall endeavour to find other suitable Clubs for the playing membership of the Club to enable them to continue their participation in association football.
.FINES AND APPEALS
a) 
All fines incurred by Players as a result of disciplinary action taken by any League/Referee shall be paid by the offending Player. Any Player wishing a personal hearing by the LFA must submit the relevant fee and correspondence to the Secretary, who will only then, on the Player’s behalf, apply for a personal hearing.
b)
All fines incurred by a Team Manager during the course of a season as a result of contravening a League Rule will be paid by the Club on their behalf up to a maximum of three fines. Should any Manager incur more than three fines then the Manager will pay all further fines.
c)
Any Manager who has not paid any fines owed by him will be requested by the Committee to attend a Hearing to determine the reasons for non-payment.
 ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS

a) Each Club Team must be represented at each and every Club meeting or apologies submitted to the Club Secretary. Any team not being represented at two or more consecutive meetings will be requested to attend a meeting with the Club’s officers to explain their absence and further disciplinary action may be taken.

b) Each nominated Manager must attend a minimum of 6 meetings in each season (August – June). 

c) Each nominated Assistant Manager must attend a minimum of 3 meetings in each season (August to June)

d) At the end of each season any individual Manager or Assistant Manager found not to have met the attendance requirements will be requested to attend a meeting with the Club’s officers and further disciplinary action may be taken

e) In the event that both the nominated Manager and Assistant Manager are unable to attend a Club Meeting they may nominate another individual (e.g. a parent) to attend the meeting and represent their team. The nominated Manager must declare the name of this individual to the Club Secretary prior to the commencement of the meeting.

TRUSTEES

(a)
The property of the Club shall be vested in Trustees and they shall deal with such property so vested in them and they shall be indemnified against any claims, questions, risk and expense out of the property of the Club. The Trustees shall be appointed initially by the Committee of the Club and may be members of the Club (and they shall hold office until death or resignation) or a Trust Corporation (in which case it shall hold office until resignation and may be remunerated for its services in accordance with its scale of charges for the time being in force);

(b)
In the event of the death or resignation of one or more Trustees not being a Trust Corporation) the Committee shall be at liberty to suggest to the surviving or continuing Trustees a replacement for such deceased or retiring Trustee (and Corporation) shall be entitled to appoint new Trustees (not being a Trust Corporation) or a new Trustee (being a Trust Corporation);

(c)
The Trustees shall, with the consent of the Committee, have power  to sell, purchase or lease property, and to raise monies upon mortgage or  loan of the whole or any part of the property of the Club, and further, in the event of the Club's bankers being the Trustee, the Trustee may, at the request of and with the consent of the Committee, advance, loan or borrow  monies to or for the benefit of the Club and in such case the security or property deposited with them for the time being as Trustees shall stand charged therewith until repaid;

(d)
The property of the Club, including books and all other assets, shall be dealt with, in the event of a winding-up, by the Committee and the Trustees then in office, in accordance with a ruling of a General Meeting, specially summoned for the purpose.

CODES OF CONDUCT
THE RESPONSIBLE FOOTBALL COACH / MANAGER'S CODE OF CONDUCT FOR FOOTBALL
1. Coaches/ Managers must respect the rights, dignity and worth of each and every person and treat equally within the context of the sport. 
2. Coaches/ Managers must place the well-being and safety of each player above all other considerations, including the development of performance. 
3. Coaches/ Managers must adhere to all guidelines laid down within the constitution and the rules of the Football Association.
4. Coaches / Managers must develop an appropriate supportive relationship with each player based on mutual trust and respect.
5. Coaches/ Managers must not exert undue influence to obtain personal benefit or reward
6. Coaches/ Managers must encourage and guide players to accept responsibility for their own behaviour and performance.
7. Coaches/Managers must ensure that the activities they direct or advocate are appropriate for the age, maturity, experience and ability of players.
8. Coaches / Managers should at the outset clarify with the player (and where appropriate with the parent), exactly what is expected of them and also what they are entitled to expect from their coach.
9. Coaches/Managers must co-operate fully with specialists (e.g. other coaches, officials, sports, scientists, doctors, physiotherapists) in the best interests of the player.
10. Coaches/ Managers must always promote the appropriate code of conduct and positive aspects of the sport (e.g. fair play) to players, parents and spectators alike. Never condone violations of the laws of the game, behaviour contrary to the spirit of the laws of the game or relevant rules and regulations or the use of prohibited substances or techniques.
11. Coaches / Managers must consistently display high standards of behaviour and experience and be a role model for players, parents and spectators
THE ABUSE OF REFEREES AND OFFICIALS, VISITING MANAGERS/OFFICIALS, PARENTS AND PLAYERS EITHER VERBALLY, PHYSICALLY OR IN ANY OTHER FORM BY ANY MANAGER OR COACH WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY INSTANCE.

THE RESPONSIBLE PARENT'S/GUARDIAN’S CODE OF CONDUCT FOR FOOTBALL
1. Parents/Guardians must appreciate their children's involvement in playing football should be primarily for his/her own personal enjoyment.
2. Parents/Guardians must respect the rights, dignity and worth of each and every person and treat equally within the context of the sport. Praise positive aspects of play and avoid becoming frustrated or ridiculing young players by focusing on their failings.
3. Parents/Guardians must place the well-being and safety of each player above all other considerations, including the development of performance. 
4. Parents/Guardians must adhere to all guidelines laid down within the constitution and the rules of the Football Association.
5. Parents/Guardians must develop an appropriate supportive relationship with both the coach and their child based on mutual trust and respect.
6. Parents/Guardians must not exert undue influence to obtain personal benefit or reward
7. Parents/Guardians must encourage and guide players to accept responsibility for their own behaviour and performance.
8. Parents/Guardians should at the outset and where appropriate seek clarification with the coach and players, exactly what is expected of them and also what they are entitled to expect from the coach and the player.
9. Parents/Guardians must co-operate fully with specialists (e.g. other coaches, officials, sports, scientists, doctors, physiotherapists) in their own interest.
10. Parents/Guardians must always promote the positive aspects of the sport (e.g. fair play) and never condone violations of the laws of the game, behaviour contrary to the spirit of the laws of the game or relevant rules and regulations or the use of prohibited substances or techniques.
11. Parents/Guardians must consistently display high standards of behaviour
12. Parents/Guardians must emphasise the importance of striving to win, not winning itself. Praise effort and performance more than results.

13. Parents/Guardians will respect all pitchside perimeter barriers and will not enter the field of play at anytime

14. Great Harwood Rovers operates a zero tolerance policy towards parental misbehaviour. Any parent being found to have not adhered to all elements of the Club’s Rules and Constitution and the Responsible Parents/Guardians Code of Conduct will automatically be excluded from the club. In addition their child may face exclusion from the club on either a temporary or permanent basis to be decided by the Officers and the Committee members.

THE ABUSE OF REFEREES AND OFFICIALS, VISITING MANAGERS/OFFICIALS, PARENTS AND PLAYERS EITHER VERBALLY, PHYSICALLY OR IN ANY OTHER FORM BY ANY PARENT OR GUARDIAN OR COACH WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY INSTANCE.

THE RESPONSIBLE PLAYER'S CODE OF CONDUCT FOR FOOTBALL
1. Play because you enjoy football, not to please your parents or coach.
2. Players must respect the rights, dignity and worth of each and every person and treat equally within the context of the sport.
3. Players must adhere to all guidelines laid down by the constitution and the code of conduct by the club.
4. Players must develop an appropriate working relationship with the coach based on mutual trust and respect.
5. Players must accept responsibility for their own behaviour and performance, and do not argue with the referee or assistant referee.
6. Players should, at the outset, clarify with the coach (and, where appropriate, their parents) exactly what is expected of them and also what they are entitled to expect from players.
7. Players must co-operate fully with specialists (e.g. other coaches, officials, sports, scientists, doctors, physiotherapists) in their own interest.
8. Players must always adhere to the positive aspects of the sport (e.g. fair play) and never condone violations of the laws of the game, behaviour contrary to the spirit of the laws of the game or relevant rules and regulations or the use of prohibited substances or techniques.
9. Players must consistently display high standards of behaviour
10. Players must appreciate the importance of striving to win, not winning itself. 

THE ABUSE OF REFEREES AND OFFICIALS, VISITING MANAGERS/OFFICIALS, PARENTS AND PLAYERS EITHER VERBALLY, PHYSICALLY OR IN ANY OTHER FORM BY ANY PLAYER WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY INSTANCE.

THE RESPONSIBLE FOOTBALL SPECTATOR'S CODE OF CONDUCT FOR FOOTBALL
1. Spectators must appreciate the child's involvement in playing football should primarily be for their own personal enjoyment
2. Spectators must respect the rights, dignity and worth of each and every person and treat equally within the context of the sport. Praise positive aspects of play and avoid becoming frustrated or ridiculing young players by focusing on their failings. 
3. Spectators must adhere to all guidelines laid down by the constitution of the club ethos of the code of conduct (sic).
4. Spectators must encourage and guide players to accept responsibility for their own behaviour and performance.
5. Spectators must ensure that the activities they direct or advocate are appropriate for the age, maturity, experience and ability of players.
6. Spectators should at the outset and where appropriate clarify with the player seek clarification with the club exactly what is expected of them and also what they are entitled to expect from the coach, parents and players.
7. Spectators must always promote the positive aspects of the sport (e.g. fair play) and never condone violations of the laws of the game, behaviour contrary to the spirit of the laws of the game or relevant rules and regulations or the use of prohibited substances or techniques
8. Spectators must consistently display high standards of behaviour 
9. Spectators must emphasise the importance of striving to win, not winning itself. Praise effort and performance more than results.

10. Spectators will respect all pitchside perimeter barriers and will not enter the field of play at anytime

11. Great Harwood Rovers operates a zero tolerance policy towards spectator misbehaviour. Any spectators being found to have not adhered to all elements of the Club’s Rules and Constitution and the Responsible Football Spectators Code of Conduct will automatically be excluded from the club. In addition the player they have come to may face exclusion from the club on either a temporary or permanent basis to be decided by the Officers and the Committee members.

THE ABUSE OF REFEREES AND OFFICIALS, VISITING MANAGERS/OFFICIALS, PARENTS AND PLAYERS EITHER VERBALLY, PHYSICALLY OR IN ANY OTHER FORM BY ANY SPECTATOR WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN ANY INSTANCE.

EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES POLICY
GREAT HARWOOD ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB is committed to a policy of equal treatment of all members, and requires all members of whatever level or authority to abide and adhere to the this general principle, and the requirements of the Codes of Practice issued by the Equal Opportunities Commission and Commission for Racial Equality.
All members are expected to abide by the requirements of the Race Relations Act 1976, Sex Discrimination Act 1986, and Disability Discrimination Act 1995. Specifically, discrimination is prohibited in:
Treating any individual less favourably than others on grounds of gender, colour, marital status, race, nationality or ethnic or national origin, religion, sexual orientation or disability.
Expecting an individual, solely on the grounds stated above, to comply with a requirement(s) for any reason whatsoever related to their membership, which are different to the requirements for others. 
Imposing, on an individual, requirements, which are in effect more onerous on that individual than they are on others. For example, this would include applying a condition (which is not warranted by the requirements of the position), which makes it more difficult for members of a particular race or sex to comply with than others not of that race or sex.
Victimisation of an individual
Harassment of an individual (which for the purposes of this policy and the actions and sanctions applicable thereto is regarded as discrimination).
Any other act, or omission of an act, which has as its effect the disadvantaging of a member against another, or others, purely on the above grounds. Thus, in all of the Club’s recruitment, selection, promotion and training processes, as well as disciplinary matters etc. - in other words all instances where those in control of members are required to make judgements between them – it is essential that merit, experience, skills and temperament are considered as objectively as possible. 
GREAT HARWOOD ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB commits itself to the immediate investigation of any claims of discrimination on the above grounds, and when such is found to be the case, a requirement that the practice cease forthwith, restitution of damage or loss (if necessary) and to the investigation of any member accused of discrimination.  
Any member found guilty of discrimination will be instructed to desist forthwith. Since discrimination in its many forms is against the Club’s policy, any members offending will be dealt with under the disciplinary procedure.
The Club commits itself to the disabled person whenever possible, and will treat such members, in aspects of their recruitment and membership, in exactly the same manner as other members. The difficulties of their disablement permitting, assistance will be given wherever possible to ensure that disabled members are helped in gaining access. Appropriate training will be made to such members who request it.
ANTI-DISCRIMINATION POLICY
GREAT HARWOOD ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB is responsible for setting standards and values to apply throughout the Club at every level. Football belongs to and should be enjoyed by everyone equally. Our commitment is to confront and eliminate discrimination whether by reason of sex, sexual orientation, race, nationality, ethnic origin, colour, religion or disability.
Equality of opportunity at GREAT HARWOOD ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB means that in all of our activities we will not discriminate or in any way treat anyone less favourably, on grounds of sex, sexual orientation, race, nationality, ethnic origin, colour, religion or disability.
This includes
The advertisement for volunteers.
The selection of candidates for volunteers.
Courses.
External coaching and education activities and awards.
Football development activities.
Selection for teams.
Appointment to honorary positions.
GREAT HARWOOD ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB will not tolerate sexual or racially based harassment or other discriminatory behaviour, whether physical or verbal and will work to ensure that such behaviour is met with appropriate action in whatever context it occurs.
GREAT HARWOOD ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB is committed to the development of ongoing training and awareness raising events and activities in order to promote the eradication of discrimination within its own organisation and in the wider context, within football as a whole.
COMPLAINTS PROCEDURE
Great Harwood Rovers Football Club have a detailed Complaints Procedure document (See Appendix A). This document details fully the steps required to make a complaint to the Football Club and the procedure that Great Harwood Rovers will adopt in assessing the complaint and taking any necessary action.

The Complaints Procedure document can be downloaded from the Club’s website at 

www.ghrfc.com/GHRFC~Complaints~Procedure.doc
or is available on request from the Club Secretary.

BYE LAWS of GREAT HARWOOD ROVERS FOOTBALL CLUB

1. The address of the Headquarters of the Club shall be the Secretary's address.
2. The entire Club funds shall be banked with Barclays Bank, Great Harwood. 
3. The Club colours shall be: -
Green and white hooped shirts, green or black shorts, and green or black socks.
4. All prospective new Managers will be required to complete a Club Volunteer Application Form and submit this to the Committee. The form will be assessed for the candidate’s suitability and the prospective Manager will be appointed by invitation of the Committee. At their discretion the Committee may request the candidate attend an interview to further assess their suitability.
5. Each Manager to be responsible for the care and well being of the Club Football Kit and any other Club property in use by his team.

6. The club will inform all mangers/assistants/helpers whose first aid and safeguarding children qualifications run out during the following season. All managers intending to run a team the following season must ensure their qualifications are either up to date or have a course booked by the May meeting failure to do so may result in the team being withdrawn.
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Great Harwood Rovers F.C. 
Complaints Procedure

This policy applies to matters relating to the organisation and activities of 
Great Harwood Rovers Football Club


This procedure is to be followed by coaches/managers, parents, players and committee members when a complaint is to be registered.

Complaints

Great Harwood Rovers Football Club aims to offer a safe and secure environment in which players, parents and coaches/managers can co-operate in the provision of organised football.

There will, however, from time to time, be differences of opinion and issues which will need to be addressed.

The aim of the Club is that all issues should be addressed at the earliest opportunity so that they may be resolved as amicably as possible. It is important, therefore, that all parties communicate regularly and honestly.

Verbal Complaints

The committee recommends that very minor one-off events which can and should be resolved between two parties fairly amicably should be regarded as verbal complaints. Examples of issues requiring a verbal complaint might be:

· A player, parent or coach/manager using inappropriate language (not necessarily foul) or making an inappropriate comment in a particular situation.

· A coach / manager failing to advise that he/she is unavailable for a particular session;

· A parent failing to arrive to collect a child on time; 

Both parties are advised to record brief details of such discussions.

Written Complaints

The committee recommends that a serious issue requiring redress or when a number of minor, one-off events have taken place in close succession where a verbal complaint / discussion has failed to improve matters should be referred to the committee as a written complaint. 
Examples of issues requiring a written complaint might be:

· Persistent and repeated minor issues such as those listed above;

· Any allegation of unfair treatment, harassment, etc.

· Any issue, incident or behaviour likely to compromise safety.

Child Protection: please note

It should be clearly understood that any issues within the realms of Child Protection, Bullying, and Neglect etc. should be addressed directly to the Child Welfare Officer 
- Mr Alan Dickinson. (01254 876333 alanjulie_ann@hotmail.com)

Receiving a Complaint
All written complaints must be addressed to the Club Secretary - Mr. Alan Anderson, 1 Meadowlands, Low Moor, Clitheroe, BB72ND, 07930 286364, fcandaa@btinternet.com. 

The following information will assist investigations - dates, times, the exact nature of the complaint, any witnesses, and an indication of how the situation might be resolved.

The Secretary will act only as a point for correspondence and will not comment or become involved in the resolution of complaints. He / she will forward the complaint to a club sub committee. All written complaints will be initially addressed by the Club at the earliest possible opportunity, but no later than the monthly general committee meeting following receipt of the complaint. All parties are expected to maintain confidentiality at all times. Complaints will be reviewed by a sub committee of 3 / 4 Club managers. Where complaints involve a committee member, he/she will be asked to withdraw from the review.

Both parties will be invited to contribute their views. The club’s General Committee will be informed of the receipt of all written complaints, but only given a general overview of the issue, not the details or the parties involved.


Taking Action
If the sub committee considers the complaint to be unjustified, no further action will be taken. In such circumstances, the sub committee will consider how similar situations / misunderstandings might be avoided in future, and make appropriate recommendations to the general club committee. All parties will be informed (via the Secretary) of the outcome in writing within 10 days of the decision.

If the sub committee considers the complaint to be justified, it will decide on the appropriate action to be taken, and if required seek relevant advice received from the Lancashire FA. In such circumstances, the sub committee will consider how similar situations / misunderstandings might be avoided in future and make appropriate recommendations to the general club committee. All parties will be informed (via the Secretary) of the outcome in writing within 10 days.

Written Responses to Complaints
The response will contain a brief report of the findings and conclusions of the review. It will outline action taken or to be taken, if action is required

Appeals
In the event of either party not being satisfied with the sub committee’s response, an appeal should be submitted in writing to the Secretary within 7 days, stating the grounds for appeal. The Secretary will forward the details to the Club Chairman who will review the appeal. His / her decision will be final and binding on all parties. 
Complaint Form

	Name
	

	Email address
	

	Address
	

	Telephone
	Home
	Mobile

	
	

	Who is this complaint against?
	

	Nature of Complaint

Witnesses:



	How might this complaint be resolved?



	Date: 
	Signed:
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