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Great Harwood U8’s Team update and Match Reports

What a start to the season!  We’ve had some great performances already, a peaceful day out to Lammack nearly ended in a riot and a couple of cracking matches won and lost.  Well done kids and parents for the commitment, read on for a few highlights…
Match day 1 Mill Hill.

We only had a bare 7 and some of the boys tired before the end but we definitely deserved more from the game.  We made plenty of chances, Jacob and Kian going close on several occasions but they couldn’t find the breakthrough.  Junayd starred at the back with some tough tackling but we couldn’t keep a clean sheet eventually losing 2-0.  Not the start we had hoped for.

Match day 2 Rossendale Utd.

We impressed from the starting whistle still smarting from the defeat in the previous game and short of a few players the green and whites played much the better football and ran out worthy 4-2 winners.  In this match we welcomed the new summer signing Hayden Calf and soon the Harwood faithful witnessed his tough tackling and competitive nature – definitely a valuable addition to the team!  The fox in the box was at it again (Kian) scoring 2 excellent goals (one a great individual dribble and shot), Joshua Chew bagged his first for the season and Riley also sneaked one late on!  Junayd was once again ‘Mr. Brick Wall’ at the back and Luke and Kyle marshaled the midfield well.  First win of the season, well done boys!

Match day 3  Mill Hill.

The next game saw the early return of Mill Hill to Lyndon house, we were unlucky the previous week and again we played much the better football.  The green and whites tore into them and took and early 1-0 lead with a great strike from distance by Joshua Chew, shots peppered the Mill Hill goal but the keeper played a blinder!  Mill Hill equalized then Kian Dewhurst restored the lead for the Green Army, then the self destruct button…. A sloppy goal as conceded and it was backs to the wall, 30 seconds left and we went 3-2 down, gutted, boys gutted, parents gutted, we didn’t deserve that!  Dominic Junayd and Luke played awesome but we couldn’t keep ‘em out!

Match day 4  Lammack.

Having taken a pasting here last year we trained to stop goal scoring opportunities and it paid off, we did the business and played like giants.  All the boys applied themselves really well.  We met Lammack in the summer tournament and outplayed them only to lose to a bizarre own goal.  

Today we were more than a match for them, Kian wreaked havoc running and jinking around their defense, Joshua peppered the keeper once again and the defenders of Junayd, Riley, Hayden, Dominic and Like stood up to be counted.  
A slight altercation on the touchline with the Lammack manager (who was 5 yards on the pitch and annoying everyone) nearly resulted in him being skewered on a linesman’s flag after insulting Dewi’s dad!  Luckily (for him) he apologised moments before Dewi reached him with flag rolled up and ready for insertion!

The match was end to end with plenty of chances for both teams, Lammack took the lead but we rallied with Riley Brown having a great run and shot saved before Kian took on the ball and leaving two defenders for dead slotted the ball home,  1-1 we would be happy with that.  It wasn’t to bed though, luck abandoned us and with seconds to go we conceded, 2-1 it finished.  It was almost too much for young Hayden who attempted a flying drop kick on the Lammack scorer- luckily the ref saw the funny side!  Never mind boys better than 7-2 last year.

Match day 5  Clitheroe Wolves

With the team still smarting after the Lammack defeat little motivation was needed, we came out all guns blazing and they didn’t stand a chance.  New signing in the transfer window Jordan Heyes gave a competent display in goal keeping a clean sheet and the team welcomed back Chris Nixon from his loan spell in Cyprus!  Chris played a blinder showing great improvement in his all round game – well done Chris.  Josh and Kian ran riot up front Joshua bagging a classy hat-trick and Kian netting a brace.  Junayd and Luke Livesey were once again rock solid at the back and we turned out 5-0 winners.  
Match day 6  Rossendale Tigers

What a match! Best one yet, everyone agreed.  All the boys turned up in their new tracksuits looking the biz and it took Kian .004 of a second to get covered in mud!  Mum and Dad not impressed but not surprised!

We opted for caution in the first half on a big pitch, Captain Dominic Dewhurst, Junayd and Chris stood firm at the back tackling and defending well.  Kyle Lowe work hard in the middle and after a good passing move had only to put the ball in an open goal and I still don’t know how he didn’t?  Never mind!  Keeper Jordan Heyes made a great save towards the end of the half to keep the scores 0-0.  Job done.

Second half saw Riley and Hayden come on accompanied by ‘ten men’ Olympic junior 100m sprint champion and gymnast extraordinaire Jacob Hyde, the opposition took a gulp and looked to their parents for back up!  We were looking for goals and attack was the best way, then we went 1-0 down – that wasn’t supposed to happen!  Kyle, Luke and Jacob were tenacious in midfield battling against a tough Rossendale team and they did themselves proud.  We still needed a goal.  Jordan rolled the ball to Riley who passed two men and sent a through ball to Kian, he beat two men and cool as a cucumber placed the ball past the keeper!  
We built up the pressure, Rossendale were spent, we got a late corner, Jacob took it playing a great ball to Riley on the edge of the box who struck it first time and sent it looping into the bottom corner…2-1 that’s my boy!  Chest puffed I remained calm on the line (dancing and screaming ‘get in there son’!).  Junayd and Chris again awesome at the back, thou shalt not pass!  
Bring on Langho…

