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Cup 2nd Round - GHRfc v Darwen Rangers

Remembrance Sunday saw the Great Harwood boys travel over to Darwen looking to progress into the next round of the cup after disposing of Rishton 5-0 in the 1st round.  Harwood again took their strongest team with Jak Cooper making the grade to aid the midfield in tackling and blocking shots.  Darwen are currently top of their U9’s league scoring over 40 goals and conceding just 4, a daunting challenge, or so we thought...

On arriving at the pitch it was clearly evident that it was much smaller than the Lyndon House show ground and the Green & Whites’ eyes lit up.  They obviously shoot on sight and use their pitch to their strengths we needed to stop their shots.  The boys have been working on supporting Kian upfront and playing progressive football in training and we needed to put that into practice today.  After the minute silence Darwen kicked off and our boys immediately met them head on.  The ‘fox in the box’ started upfront alone, supported by Jacob and Luke Livesey from midfield and Joshua Chew was protected in goal by the rock solid Junayd, Hayden and Jak ‘Coops’.  Immediately Luke and Coops laid down their markers with solid tackles and no nonsense direct play, the game was a stalemate for the first 5-10 minutes with Jak Coops and Hayden blocking Darwen’s route to goal.  Luke Livesey was marshalling the team, organising the ‘Hoops’ making sure they stuck to their tasks as well as getting in where it hurts and winning possession over and over.  There were a few solo runs from Kian and Jacob taking on several players only to either run out of space or lose possession through lack of support and Darwen’s good defending.  Jacob Hyde impressed once again with his pace and power running with the ball and dispossessing their boys and Junayd seemed to read the game 3 or 4 seconds ahead of everyone else, time and time again cutting out through balls, tackling his man and not allowing him to turn, (it was a real superb defensive display again).  5 minutes before half time and a long shot from Darwen bounced awkwardly for the keeper and the ball bobbled to their front man who put Darwen 1 up.  Harwood immediately responded and stepped their game up, Kian worked tirelessly upfront and Jak Coops gave way for Jordan who gave us more attacking balance.  Jordan seems to link well with Kian and Jacob and we looked good, we had the upper hand creating a few half chances but the half ended 1-0.

Second half and Joshua came into midfield with Luke taking a shift in goal (I might add without any complaint even though it was -10 degrees).  We dominated from the start of the half, Luke was well protected by our hard working midfield and solid defence but going forward Josh, Jacob and Jordan created openings for Kian and each other time after time.  These boys were passing and moving making the game look simple, linking up and bypassing Darwen’s markers surely it was a matter of time.  The clock ticked on and eventually it was the tenacity and hard graft of Kian Dewhurst upfront closing down their defenders and creating his own look, the ball found itself at his feet after closing down their defence and he calmly slotted a left foot shot past the keeper. 1-1. Riley came on to replace today’s captain Hayden Calf and slotted in effortlessly making some solid tackles and timely interceptions.  It was one way traffic after this, Harwood once again pressured Darwen and after some slick passing in the middle Jordan Heyes played the ball of the game, e la Fabregas, played a reverse, slide rule through ball into the path of the ‘fox’ who nearly won it for us, striking the bar unluckily.  Jordan was outstanding throughout the half along with Joshua and Jacob who‘s pace and power brushed Darwen’s boys aside we should have won it but the game ended 1-1.

Extra time, surely we wouldn’t let this one slip, the first half saw us pressure and go close on a couple of occasions, Riley and Junayd stood firm protecting the ice cold Livesey and we pressed for the winner.  We went 2-1 up at the start of the 2nd extra period; straight from the kick off several one-touch passes from the three J’s in midfield resulted in the ball a Jordan’s feet in the box who slotted it past their goalie. Get in there.  An awesome move, Darwen didn’t get close to the ball and we deserved the lead.  It was a lovely passing move straight from the training ground at the JJB.  Darwen didn’t know they were beaten and hit back immediately with a good solo goal but Kian made a few chances of his own narrowly missing the Darwen goal, we deserved the win but it ended up 2-2.

Penalties, the crowd were on pins, Jacob went in goal and Kian Josh and Riley volunteered to take one.  Kian stepped up first. . . . . . .BOOM 1-0 (Left foot bottom right), Darwen levelled it, Joshua Chew stepped up . . . . . BOOM 2-1 (cool side foot into the bottom left corner). Darwen missed theirs, still 2-1.  It was down to Riley (who didn’t want to play on waking up this morning), he placed the ball calmly, stepped up and stroked a right footer into the bottom corner BOOM!!!!!  3-1 after penalties.  Harwood go through, bring on whomever, we’re up for the cup!  Well done Green Army, Quarter Finals here we come.

GHRfc U9’s v Mill Hill Red

The run had to end somewhere but I’m a little disappointed that it was against who it was in the manner it did!  Mill Hill, to their credit played very well, a couple of young stars played at a level slightly above ours and made us pay.  That being so, the Green and whites put up stern resistance and kept the game competitive but without really creating too much in the way of goal action.  Junayd deservedly got the MOM award for an unwavering defensive display.

The first half was evenly contested; Mill Hill created more opportunities by moving the ball around with great composure.  We found it difficult to contain Mill Hill but even so Double D and Hayden provided a strong barrier and little Jak ‘Coops’ was awesome breaking up attacks against the opposition.  Little Tommo tried his best to get our passing game going but we still need to learn to support our team mates better when in possession.  Riley came on after 10 minutes in an attempt to help Luke and Jacob take the game to Mill Hill but their pressure finally told.  A succession of corners and some good pressure resulted in a deflected shot from the edge of the box sailing past Joshua in goal.  1 nil down and we looked a little demoralised Coops continued to battle alongside Luke Livesey and with Jacob trying to break we fashioned a couple of attacks, Mill Hill had 2 boys well drilled to stop attacks, one of which sat at the back and mopped up most attacks with great composure, we were finding it tough!  We were awarded a couple of free kicks; which Luke couldn’t convert this time and that was the extent of our offensive endeavours!

With a few minutes until half time Mill Hill scored their second after a corner was not cleared and the ball bobbled around, their boys reacted first and the inevitable happened, 2-nil.  The Green and Whites to their credit battled hard, tackling and contesting every ball they could get to, with no recognised striker on the pitch I hoped Jacob, Luke and Riley would have the skills to advance and create on the break but Mill Hill were equal to us, we will do more damage when we learn to pass and move with more skill and confidence.  Half time 2 down.

The second half went the same way as the first, for 5 minutes Jordan Josh and Kian looked good, passing and supporting each other and winning a few free-kicks (we deserved a lot more than we got to be honest but the referee was a little timid and to be fair somewhat out of his depth).  We failed to create much from these kicks and Mill Hill did well at containing our attacking threat.  Mill Hill again passed the ball well and their No. 8 was very talented on the ball, taking on our midfield and creating several attacks.  A few late-ish tackles on a couple of the Mill Hill boys saw their supporters and coaching team hopping about on the side-line accusing our boys of deliberate foul play, shouting at the ref, antagonising both teams and supporters most disappointingly turning a well contested match into a premier league drama!  We only seem to see this sort of behaviour from Mill Hill.  Their manager suggested I sent my team of 8 year olds on the pitch to kick and foul the opposition, definitely not the case.

Aside from all that our boys never gave in, Joshua Chew performed excellently, breaking from the midfield, taking on Mill Hill and looking to play his strikers in on goal, on a couple of occasions he crossed to Kian and Jordan upfront after some good work through the middle and down the left.  Josh is more than capable of turning any game with his talent and more performances like this is what I’m hoping for.  Hayden and Junayd continued their good form as we only conceded 1 further goal in the second half, Kian and Jordan tried to latch on to the long balls we managed to send but we were second best to be honest.  The match ended but not before several Mill Hill lads had shed tears at the tamest of tackles from our boys (influenced from the bellowing coaches and parents on the side line!).  The match had been ruined if I’m honest and a bitter taste left in my mouth, I resented the implications from the opposition but along with my team – whom I am very proud of for not reacting to the nonsense of the ‘adults’ on the touchline.

We had a good chat about the game and made it clear we were beaten fair and square by a better team, most importantly that we needed to be proud of our efforts and that in order to improve we need to show that effort week in week out.  Unlucky boys let’s look forward to next week’s cup match and put the Mill Hill Melodrama behind us!

GHRfc U9’s v Fulledge Colts – 31/10/2010

The winning run continues!

Halloween saw the visit of the leagues other new boys; Fulledge Colts at the Lyndon House showground.  Although Fulledge are at the foot of the table, a brief chat with their manager told another story, last season they were only beaten four times but coming to the ELFA league has provided a sterner test.  Fulledge have not struggled, just been a little unlucky with results, the Green and Whites thought they’d be in for an easy day but Dewi and Stuart prepared them for a battle!

Still a matter of concern is the two tone Lyndon pitch, on 1 side the turf is suited to passing football and on the other side 3 of the boys got lost for several minutes, not good enough really, something needs to be done (anyone got a flymo!).  The game kicked off with Riley Brown sporting the captain’s armband, Double D, Junayd and Jacob shielding Joshua in goal and Jordan and Luke Livesey alongside Riley in the middle, no recognised striker as Joel and Kian were on the bench along with the superb left footed Hayden Calf.  Harwood looked solid from the off, dominating play and pushing Fulledge back constantly.  Some good passing was evident from the midfield trio and with Jacob making powerful runs from deep, Fulledge were up against it.  After a few goals conceded, Fulledge sat 2 defenders deep, 1 of which looked 14 years old! Even so, Riley showed no fear and when he attempted to tackle him in a 50/50 challenge, He came of worse and a little dazed and also lost 15 yards of ground!  Riley picked himself up; shook himself off and carried on the crowd appreciated the effort though!

A good passing move, started by an interception from Junayd at the back, set Jordan off down the left, a quick interchange with Jacob saw the move advance only for a timely foul to stop him in his tracks.  A free-kick 20 yards out, Riley Brown stepped up after last week’s belter but Luke Livesey was confident he could not only reach but score too.  A great shot lifted over the opposition, beat the unfortunate keeper to send the Green and Whites 1 up, a great strike by Livesey which we well deserved.  Fulledge, to their credit didn’t falter in effort and tried to create opportunities but were shut down time and time again by the impressive ‘Double D’ and Junayd, who timed their tackles well.  Dominic is growing as a player, waiting for the right time to tackle showing more footballing brain as the weeks pass; Junayd however provides a wall of steel for Harwood, reliable and strong and always in the right place to thwart attacks.  Jacob Hyde not only counter attacks with pace and power but does the ugly stuff well too, alongside Luke Livesey, Jacob constantly breaks up attacks and wins back possession, another good performance from the back line.  On a couple of occasions Jordan beat his man after strong tackling dispossessed him, only to try one too many tricks.  Jordan has a lot to offer and provides a tricky skilful challenge to the opposition and his challenge is to do it in the right areas of the pitch thus creating attacking opportunities.  Joshua was shielded well all half apart from a few corners that were well defended he made a couple of stops but came off with a clean Jersey! 1-0 half time bring on the front line.

The second half saw Riley, Dom and Jordan make way for Kian and Joel upfront and Hayden alongside Junayd to sure up the back.  Jacob took his turn in goal and after last week’s awesome display Stu and Dewi felt reasonably confident.  Immediately we tried to find Kian and Joel upfront, with the Fulledge back line sitting deep our through balls were intercepted and we failed to adapt our game to try shorter passing around their boys.  The game seemed to tip in favour of Fulledge; they had several chances and a couple of free-kicks which worried our keeper.  Jacob made a great save pushing one kick onto the upright and also thwarted a couple of 1 on 1’s like a pro keeper, well done Jacob.

Joshua Chew provided a difference in the middle though, several times he took on Fulledge and left them for dead creating several opportunities to shoot, his trusty left boot had an away day today and frustration got the better of him at times.  On a couple of occasions a short pass could have found Joel and Kian providing them with scoring opportunities but some digging after the game shed light on the situation, Josh confirmed that he is on a goal bonus!  The shoot on sight ethic now explained, maybe I will suggest an assist bonus instead!  The game was up for grabs and with the midfield pushing forward looking for more goals our defence was exposed and a shot from the edge of the box beat Jacob and levelled the scores, 1-1!  Five minutes left and Harwood stepped it up, Chewy and Joel interlinked and sent Kian through, the passed his marker but the ball fell on his right and his shot failed to bother the keeper.  With the game dying Jordan came back on to add some energy in the middle, Hayden and Junayd were mopping up the back line and looked strong and sturdy as ever, then, a long ball from the back bounced past the Fulledge back line and ‘The Fox’ was after it, Kian took the ball to the keeper and slid it past him into the goal, a great finish, composed and clinical, 2-1.  

The game finished soon after and Harwood knew they had been tested, 3 victories on the bounce, a corner turned and Mill Hill backing out of their fixture next week, running scared!! Still, the Green and Whites need to use the ball better; on many occasions a short 1-2 or a pass to feet to the forwards would help the lads keep possession and progress up the pitch without having to knock the long ball.  The boys will learn and hopefully we’ll see more improvement over the coming months, pass and move lads! Pass and move! Get in 2-1, up the league we go! Well played Harwood.

Great Harwood U9’s v Langho Juniors Blue

After the long awaited 1st win of the season away to Rishton in the cup last weekend the Harwood hoops turned up in force to Langho with a 13 strong squad looking to extend the winning run.  Managers Brown and Livesey had a tactical dilemma; who to start and how to approach the game, a 100 strong crowd looked on in anticipation, these two sides always provide a spectacle!

The match got underway and the Harwood line-up had a defensive look to it with Riley, Kyle and Jak ‘Coops’ covering the back line and Jacob and Dom trying to link up play to Joel Allen up front.  A lethargic start saw Langho take the initiative and it looked like our defence was not up to the job, it took a couple of attacks and some bellowing from the sidelines to get the Green and Whites switched on.  That being so, Langho looked brighter and dominated us taking the lead after a slick move down their right, our defenders were too easy to pass and a cross from the wing was spilled by Josh into the path of their striker 1-0 down!  (I might add that the keeper gloves being five sizes too big for Josh didn’t help matters – my fault!).  This goal gave us the wake-up call we needed and we finally started to string some passes together, Tommo came on for the injured Double D who was suffering from a lower back injury (His dad must be contagious!) and we settled into some football.  Jacob Hyde provided a great direct threat along with Joel up front who worked hard to gain possession.  Jak Coops was awesome in the middle breaking up attack after attack and Riley and Kyle eventually settled into their game.

15 mins gone and Jacob was off on a run, prematurely ended by the Langho midfield and Riley put in his fastest sprint of the game to claim the free-kick!  The free-kick was struck well, rounding the Langho wall, beating the keeper low down to his right, 1-1 a great finish Riley.  After that we took control of the half and our goal was rarely threatened, just before the interval Joel chased down a kick from Josh Chew, took his marker on and crossed into the path of young Jack Tomlinson, the crowd took a breath, Tommo swung his right foot at the ball, the keeper was flat footed, defenders closed their eyes and Matt (tommo’s dad) was already punching the air, the ball skewed off his boot and passed the left upright, so close, Tommo will have to wait a bit longer for his 1st Harwood goal.  Unlucky mate!  Just before the end of the half, Jak Coops was breaking up possession and took a ball in the gut which floored him and to be honest, would have floored most of the crowd watching but after 10 seconds of mind over matter he got up and dusted himself off to see out the half, true Harwood grit from little ‘Coops’ Half time 1-1.

The 2nd half saw the Green and Whites take the game to Langho, who, it seemed had the same idea as us and wanted to attack more also.  Joshua Chew made an immediate impact from the left side of midfield, a nice passing move found him and he took his marker on and after a 20yard run, attempted a cross which took a slight deflection and wrong footed their keeper, 2-1 and this is what I know Josh can do, keep things simple, beat your man and either shoot for goal or play a team mate in, well done Chewy!  Langho had a period of good possession but where very weary of Kian Dewhurst upfront and struggled to get to grips with Luke and Jordan in the middle, the defence looked a bit off the pace early on, Hayden and Junayd getting turned on a couple of occasions and Langho spurning several opportunities, with Jacob throwing himself at everything in goal we were hanging on.  Langho were playing some lovely passing football and all we could do at times was break up play and send the ball hopefully toward Kian upfront, it looked ominous and sure enough after another great Langho move they lifted the ball over Jacob and equalised 2-2.  Gutted, we were being outplayed at times and struggled to string passes together.  

Just as I was thinking of making a change Harwood put together a couple of passes and Kian found himself 1 on 1 with the keeper, to his credit the Langho goalie did well and saved the shot but 2 minutes later Kian made amends with his 6th of the season to put us into the lead again 3-2 with 5vminutes to play.  Langho bombarded us with shots, corners and crosses and Jacob Hyde was awesome in goal, diving saves, punching corners away and blocking strike after strike, backs to the wall Langho looked too good to lose.  The referee was happy to let the game carry on past the allotted time, the Harwood faithful begged for the final whistle and it eventually came, not before several more stops from Hyde and a few more wasted chances, 3-2 we won.  Man of the match Jak Cooper for a gritty display and a special mention to Jacob Hyde for his heroics in goal!

For the first time this season we probably didn’t deserve the win on the balance of play but we got it, 3 points, 2 wins on the trot bring on Fulledge next week.  Well done boys, up the table we climb!

GHRfc U9’s v Rishton Utd 1st round of Cup.

BOOM!  The Green and Whites came to the cup party at St. Charles’ playing fields in Rishton and left a lasting impression.  5-0, a quality hat-trick, a clean sheet, pass and move football and a hunger to win.  I told you all this day would arrive, patience and belief, let’s hope we can carry it on...Green Army!!

Harwood lined up with the best team available going off recent form and effort, Josh Chew in goal with Hayden and Junayd patrolling the back line.  Jacob had a defensive counter attack role just ahead and Captain for the day Jordan Heyes, Kian and Luke Livesey spearheaded to frontline.  The boys set off looking confident and composed; the defense was solid, with tight man marking and Jacob sweeping everything up in front.  Pass and move was evident early on and for the first 10 mins we were comfortable and solid.  Jacob and Luke worked tirelessly to break up attacks and Jacob especially ran the ball out of his half extremely well.  Some good pressure early on led to a few corners and a couple of half chances until Kian picked up the ball from a clearance, played a 1-2 with Jordan and darted up front, Jordan found him with a great return ball which took Kian past the keeper and he slid the ball home from an acute angle, 1-0, a great finish.  A quick mention for the shot of the game from Hayen Calf’s left foot, a corner came out to Hayden about 20yrds out he smashed it first time, nearly decapitated three Rishton defenders and rocked the upright, deserved a goal, his dad stood mouth open for a good minute or two! but at half time 1-0.

Second half, and Riley had come on to give Jordan a rest and Jacob took over from Joshua in goal with Josh moving into the midfield.  Immediately we took the game to Rishton, the boys looked a different gravy at times and when Riley and Luke fashioned an opportunity on the wing, Livesey’s cross come shot beat the keeper, struck the bar and found Kian following up to score which his midrift.  The Rishton boys heads dropped and two minutes later after some good work again by Livesey and Chew, Kian sidestepped his man and slid the ball past the keeper to claim an awesome hat-trick.  Full of confidence that boy is going places, awesome Kian, well done.  A couple more long range efforts from Josh and Riley piled the pressure on whilst Junayd and Hayden were solid at the back marking tight and not allowing Rishton space to turn and shoot.  Junayd reliable as ever, never tires and follows instruction to the word was awesome alongside another rock, Hayden who came off to allow Dom double D to come on with Riley dropping back into defence.  

Rishton threw caution to the wind and left 1 at the back, some clever passing found Josh who took a few touches and slammed a left footer past the marooned keeper, 4-0 two minutes later, 5-0, Joshua unleashing another thunderbolt past the Rishton keeper.  The Harwood crowd were over the moon and some careful observers would have witnessed some clever technical throw-ins and corners worked on in training which allowed the Hoops space and opportunity to create chances (Nice one Dewi !! they looked good and were very effective).  Man of the match had to be Kian ‘the fox in the box’ but they all deserved credit Luke Livesey, Jacob Hyde and Junayd excelled, manager happy, mum’s and dad’s proud and it was even captured on video.  Yeeehaaaa, get in there Harwood- cup supremo’s!!

Great Harwood v Pro future 10/10/2010 – Keep the Faith!

The season hasn’t exactly got off to a flier but the boys are growing in footballing ability and if we keep the faith the results will eventually come.  That being said, the Green and Whites performed very well against the league new boys.  Pro Future is a team made up of some hand-picked lads from several other teams last year and they have started well winning 3 and drawing 1 of their first 4 games.   Harwood lined up without their two recognised keepers and a couple of other absentees and if we’re honest Dewi and I wanted to keep tight at the back.

The match began with Livesey deputising in goal and a defensive unit of Ahmed, Dewhurst, Lowe and Cooper with Riley trying to support Kian upfront whenever possible.  The Pro Future lads appeared bigger than ours but I think we’re used to that by now, and focus was on stopping shots and counter attacking football.  The defence was awesome, simple as that, Dominic and Junayd competently marked their forwards and with Coops giving protection with Kyle linking with the forward boys as well as mixing it with their midfield, we looked comfortable.

The game ebbed and flowed with some great tackling and defensive displays, Riley Kian and Kyle tried to take the game to Pro Future and Jak  ‘Coops’ used possession well looking very comfortable with the ball in the midfield.  There were a few half chances for both teams and then a through ball to Pro Futures forward saw Luke race from goal and dive at his feet,  claim the ball, take out the forward and set off an attack for us!  Almost immediately we got a free kick 20 yards from their goal, Kian stepped up and smashed a well flighted shot over the keeper, putting us into the lead.  It was what we deserved and at half time we were 1 up.

The second half saw Luke and Kyle swap position and Harwood take a while to get going.  A misplaced goal kick and a half asleep defence saw Pro future equalise 1-1.  To the Green and Whites credit they did not give in, playing some lovely passing football and creating opportunities for Jordan and Kian to run on to and worry their keeper.  On several occasions we moved the ball from defence up the pitch to create half chances and pile on pressure, progressive football a’ la Arsenal!!  A couple of corners and a few goalmouth scrambles and we deserved a goal but didn’t get one.  Riley Tommo and Coops were toiling hard in midfield but we gave away a free-kick and they took the lead with 5 minutes to go.  

We had to chase the game and got caught again in the dying minutes to go down fighting  3-1.  Junayd Ahmed was awesome once again and solid displays from the other boys are pleasing, the development of ‘Double D’ is most pleasing as he is showing more confidence and composure during the game.  Kian Dewhurst got the well deserved man of the match for tireless running and giving his team the lead as well as creating several opportunities.  Luke and Kyle did awesome deputising in goal well done lads and Jordan Heyes causes constant threats with his skill and trickery on the ball.

Patience is what is needed, the boys are developing well, we are competing in every game and yes we are losing but not by great margins.  All the games this year have been close, we will cut out the mistakes and create more chances, that’s for sure, parents and players have faith, Rome wasn’t built in a day!!  The foundations are there, it will come together!

GHRfc U9’s v Mellor Juniors

Even in September this place is cold, wet and miserable but the Harwood Hoops looked unfazed and confident.  The pitch was rubbish!  Half mown, wet through and slopes everywhere, more akin to rugby!  Jacob’s plane was delayed form his midweek friendly in Europe and therefore Joshua Chew deputised in goal, the Dewhurst brothers were sitting this one out and Junayd and Chris Nixon were out on loan to the U10’s who needed their defence tightening up!  All that aside, the boys looked keen and eager and kick off saw them get at Mellor straight away.

Kyle Lowe and Hayden Calf got tight to their men and Luke Livesey offered great protection in defence, Joshua Chew had little to do all half but used the ball well from goal kicks, all was rosy at the back.  In midfield Riley Brown was solid and stuck to his man and Jordan Heyes once again showed his skill and ability by jinking past the opposition throughout the half.  Upfront was the captain for the match Joel Allen who, after missing out last week had promised his dad a goal and a good performance.  

The 1st half saw us have plenty of possession; the only thing missing was a final pass, a through ball, a clear cut chance.  Throughout the half Jordan and Joel linked up in the midfield area but when one more pass was required it was either blocked or delayed.  Then, Jordan beat his man and played a one-two with Joel, somehow Joel got past his man and found himself baring down on goal, on his flank was his team-mate who wanted a goal for himself and between them, somehow they failed to score.  Never mind, it’s encouraging play, then, Harwood took the lead with another neat interchange from Heyes and Allen, Joel raced past his marker and smashed the ball past the keeper.  Get in! 1-0 we deserved that.  Joel’s dad happy! Half time 1-0.

Mellor were not the team of last season having lost a few of their better players to new team Pro-future but they still possessed a threat with a couple of big fast lads in the team.  Heyes and Brown made way for Tommo and Jak ‘Coops’ and Josh Chew came on in midfield, we started as we finished the 1st half, well on top.  Possession was good again, Joshua Chew had a couple of long range efforts saved and a couple of opportunities to ‘let one fly’ with his gifted left foot but failed to trouble the keeper.  Joel Allen worked his socks off up front but the final pass he sought never came from his midfielders.  Too often Great Harwood got into good positions but failed in the final 1/3 to end the move and kill the game off.  Time and again Hayden and Livesey saw their opponents off with tight marking and well timed tackling, looking solid and comfortable and then we conceded a tame corner!  The cross came in and with it, a challenge from Hayden which resulted in an unlucky own goal.  Mellor back in it 1-1, they hardly had a sniff all match.  More of the same from the Green and Whites but with no end product, Heyes and Allen came back on to search for a winner; but a cross from the wing bypassed our defence and a first time shot from the Mellor striker put them 2-1 up.  Unbelievable, the Harwood parents stood flabbergasted!  Livesey and co had done nothing wrong and we found ourselves 2-1 down.  A spirited effort saw us go close on a couple more occasions but the final product wasn’t there, too many touches when a simple pass would have opened the Mellor defence up!  It finished 2-1, The Hoops should have killed this game off but it’s a learning curve and with a bit of effort in training the boys will come good.  Disappointing but there’s always next week.
Great Harwood U9’s v GHRfc U10’s – Friendly

The boys turned up looking confident after the weekend performance against Mill Hill and after the closely fought contest a fortnight ago (lost 2-1) the Under 9’s wanted revenge.

The game took place on the larger pitch and straight from the kick-off the U10’s took full advantage; running the ball and using their superior pace and power to stun the U9’s into a 2-0 deficit after just 5 minutes.  Keeper Jacob Hyde again looked good in goal, saving a few attempts and dominating at corners, he’s going to do us proud this season.  Even though, our boys looked like rabbits in the headlights and although captain Jordan Heyes, the steely Livesey and Josh Chew up front tried to keep possession, it was one-way traffic and the U10’s went 4 up.  Junayd and Dominic at the back started to grow in confidence and a defensive effort ensued, all hands to the pump, thou shall not pass.  The boys got tight to their markers, Jak Cooper and Jordan became more disciplined and Josh Chew worked tirelessly up front to relieve the pressure.  

Five minutes before the end of the half, Chewy picked up the ball in midfield and unleashed a left foot torpedo that nearly cracked the bar.  Two minutes later he got a goal back for the youngsters after some good possession from Coops and Heyes.  Half time 4-1, crowd not happy!

The start of the 2nd half saw a few changes, Kyle Lowe came into defence, strong and competitive will a great eye for a pass, Riley Brown and Tommo into midfield and Kian Dewhurst up front.  Captain Jordan Heyes used the ball well, beating opponents and showing his skills and encouraged the boys to get their passing game going.  They still found it tough going against the bigger lads, 5 minutes into the half and the U10’s were 5-1 up something had to change.  Riley and Luke moved to the defence, and Joshua and Kian linked up further up the pitch.  A neat ball through to Joshua saw him burst past two defenders, hold off a third and stroke the ball past the keeper to pull another goal back.  5-2 and what a superb individual goal from Chewy.  Two mins later and another through ball this time from Tommo; Kian burst past two markers, jinked past a third, bore down on the keeper and timed his sliding shot past the advancing keeper perfectly into the bottom corner, 5-3, the fox in the box finding some confidence.  Nice one Ki.

The U10’s looked rattled and pulled their socks up, eventually they scored again but the young guns were in full flow, taking the game back to them.  Jacob Hyde came out of the goal and unleashed fury on the older boys; they couldn’t cope with his direct running and power and even attempts to muscle him about did not stop him causing havoc.  The ball dropped to Riley Brown in the midfield area and he only had one thing on his mind, two touches and a right-footed thunderbolt that could be felt in Rishton nearly pulled the goal out of the turf!!  6-4 well done son a super strike!

6-4 the game finished with our boys on top, a good defensive display from Double D, Junayd, Kyle and Luke Livesey under considerable pressure, score line aside we did ourselves proud, parents happy (just), pride intact bring on Mellor this weekend!
Great Harwood Rovers U9’s v Mill Hill Red   (5 Sept 2010)

The long awaited start of the new season finally arrived and what a game to start with, local rivals Mill Hill and what a match!  After a mediocre pre season the Green and White hoops were determined to put on a show for the capacity crowd at Lyndon House.

Mill Hill, on appearances seemed bigger and taller than the Harwood boys but Luke Livesey, the GHRfc skipper soon rallied his boys and the starting 7 were focussed and calm.  The first half was an end to end battle with both teams going close on several occasions.  Jacob Hyde the Harwood keeper seems to have eased into his new role and had an impressive half saving well from a few long range attempts.  The defensive unit of Dewhurst, Livesey and Calf were awesome, thwarting attack after attack and throwing themselves into last ditch tackles and blocks and keeping a first half clean sheet alongside Hyde in goal.  Dominic Dewhurst deserves a special mention as his performance was extraordinary, well done ‘Double D’.
The battle in midfield was fronted by the trio of Kyle Lowe, Josh Chew and new summer signing Jack ‘coops’ Cooper.  All three were impressive; working tirelessly for the cause and little Jack Cooper took on the role of midfield general, tough tackling and uncompromising, Joshua and Kyle both came close to opening the scoring but at half time 0-0 was fair.

Half time saw a few changes, Kian Dewhurst came on up front, Joshua Chew kept goal and Riley Brown, Jack ‘Tommo’ Tomlinson and the tricky Jordan Heyes came on in midfield.  The idea was to attack more and create chances to score but Mill Hill had other ideas.  They moved their big guns up the pitch and immediately dominated the midfield.  Harwood struggled to get out of their own half and but for Hayden Calf, skipper Livesey and keeper Josh Chew we could have been 3 down.  Mill Hill took the lead with a scuffed shot that bobbled over the line and added a second after a period of good possession and pressure.  The boys looked demoralised and all the efforts seemed to have been for nothing.

Enter Jacob Hyde, huge, athletic fast and direct, Brown and Livesey sat in defence and Hyde Tommo, Heyes and Kian Dewhurst and the match turned on its head.  Jacob Hyde grabbed the game by the scruff of its neck, linked up with Dewhurst and took the game to Mill Hill.  Jordan Heyes found possession on the edge of the box, had a pot shot and pulled a goal back for the hoops.  Not long left, crowd going ape and Hyde on the ball again, a lovely throughball from midfield sought out Kian upfront who raced past his marker and kept a cool head to lift the ball over the Mill Hill keeper to salvage a point for great Harwood.  2-2 it finished, it felt like a win, we deserved the point and Luke Livesey claimed MOM with a solid defensive effort.  Well done boys!!
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