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Rovers win the league title in style following a one-sided victory over bottom side Blackburn Eagles.

Sunday 10th April 2011  Home  @   Wilsons Playing Fields, Clayton,  K.O. 2pm

Great Harwood Rovers    v    Blackburn Eagles

 

The lads started the day knowing their 15th straight league win would secure the league title and the result was never in question as Great Harwood didn’t suffer any pre-match jitters and started well scoring inside the first minute.

Typical of the style of football that has seen them score 150 goals this season, Great Harwood passed their opponents off the pitch with some breathtaking play which saw some fantastic goals. Dominating the game from start to finish the lads did themselves and the management team proud and comfortably won the title in style.

Four goals from winger George Carter, taking his goal tally to 12 this season, hat-tricks from 34-goal leading scorer Connor Mahoney and striker Joe Blackledge were complimented by two wonder goals from Jack Hargreaves and Arron Phillipson.

Former professional Gerry Harrison presented the league cup to captain Jack Hargreaves who was awarded Man of the Match thanks to his dogged tackling and mazy forward dribbling runs.

A thoroughly deserved league title caps off a superb season which has seen each and every player improve technically, physically and mentally. Well done lads.

 

Final Score  Great Harwood Rovers  12     Blackburn Eagles  0

Man of the Match   Jack Hargreaves

Sunday 3rd April 2011  Semi- Final League Cup  Away @ Marsden Heights School, Brierfield  K.O. 10.30am

Great Harwood Rovers    v    Brierfield Celtic 

 

Great Harwood were beaten in the League Cup semi-final by an impressive Brierfield Celtic team who now go into the final as firm favourites.In a proverbial “game of two halves”, it was Great Harwood who started off best and the attacking threat posed by Connor Mahoney, Karl Sutton, George Carter and Reagan Bolton was causing a lot of problems in the Brierfield defence. Some fantastic football led to two good chances in the first 5 minutes, Connor Mahoney going close on both occasions. Great Harwood continued to dominate the game and some brilliant wing play out wide on the left by George Carter resulted in a pin-point cross for Connor Mahoney to loop over the keeper and into the back of the net – a quality finish.

Reagan Bolton almost made it 2-0 to the green and whites with a clever chip from outside the box, the tall keeper saving well at full stretch. Then another Connor Mahoney chance went just past the post following some good work by Scott Sykes in the middle of midfield. Great Harwood could have been 4 up by this stage and were putting Brierfield, who are among the best 3 teams in the top division, to the sword.

Despite the mounting pressure, it was Brierfield who equalised on 20 minutes with their only shot of the first half. A free-kick was awarded following a strong Billy Hargreaves challenge, which was launched into the box and a forward found some space to slot the ball home.

The lads knew that the goal was undeserved and showed total committment in going straight up the other end of the pitch and a ‘lost cause’ ball was chased down by Reagan Bolton, who hussled the defenders on the touchline, won the ball and passed into an unmarked Connor Mahoney to drill the ball in from 8 yards for his and the team’s second. Great Harwood go in at half time 2-1 up.

At the start of the second half Brierfield made several changes including a tactical switch, swapping from 4-4-2 to 4-5-1. It was obvious to the Brierfield manager that Great Harwood were winning the midfield battle and they needed to pick up more of the ball in the centre of the pitch. This they did very well and it was evident that the balance of play had swung into Brierfield’s favour.

A long punt upfield for the lone forward to chase looked to have been marshalled well by impressive centre-half Joey Gibson, but he was clearly pulled back by the Brierfield striker and was spotted by the linesman who flagged for a free-kick. Frustratingly, the referee decided to ignore his linesman and waved play on with Joey Gibson on the floor. This gave the Brierfield player a free shot at goal which he took verociously to bring the game level at 2-2. That seemed a crucial leg-up for the Brierfield team as they started to pile on the pressure. Tommy Achaski in Great Harwood’s goal being called on more and more to make some fine saves.

The referee had lost control of the game at this stage and was making some bizarre and frustrating decisions against both teams. The second turning point was when a 50-50 ball was strongly contested by Arron Phillipson and the winger which resulted in a penalty being awarded by the referee despite no flag from the linesman who was only 15 yards away. To rub salt into the wound most supporters were confident that the challenge was well outside the box, even if it had been a foul. But the Brierfield centre midfielder made no mistake from the spot with a well taken finish to take the lead for the first time in the game.

Great Harwood dug in and their determination to get the game back level was almost rewarded as George Carter headed inches wide from a perfect Scott Sykes free-kick. With 5 minutes remaining, Great Harwood threw caution to the wind and went all-out attack.

However it was from another good, strong challenge which was judged to have been a foul that Brierfield were given a free kick just outside the box. Great Harwood had seen a few shots by the Brierfield forward so were anxious when he lined up a shot and rocketed it into the roof of the net. Tommy Achaski was unlucky and got a hand to it. This was just one more example of how cruel football can be when thing are going against you. The game ground out to the final whistle at 4-2 with Brierfield looking comfortable as our hard-working midfielders tired.Some really good strong performances today from all over the pitch, Dominic O’Brien and Joey Gibson kept a very good attacking team quiet for most of the game. Scott Sykes and Billy Hargreaves were immense in the centre of the field. George Carter and Connor Mahoney posed a constant attacking threat, particularly in the first half. Right back Danny Smith was awesome in defence and made powerful runs going forward and was awarded Man of the Match.

Perhaps a harsh result on the day, but the lads should be proud that they beat 2 good teams from the top division to earn the right to play in today’s semi-final. Back to the business of the league next week where 3 points will guarantee the title as the lads play Blackburn Eagles. After today’s performance the management fully expects to see a high quality team effort which sees the lads crowned ‘Champions’ in style.

 

Final Score   Brierfield Celtic  4     Great Harwood Rovers  2

Man of the Match   Danny Smith

Sunday 27th March 2001  Away @    Bullough Park, Accy     K.O. 11am

Clayton Park Rangers      v     Great Harwood Rovers

 

Great Harwood take one more step closer to the league title with a convincing win over Clayton Park Rangers.

Excellent build up play and quality finishing assured Great Harwood of another 3 points, meaning only one more win from the final two games will secure the championship. Confidence was very high as Great Harwood started brightly, knocking the ball around well and threatening Clayton’s goal several times in the opening minute. With only 2 minutes on the clock, Connor Mahoney opened the scoring as he raced onto a Ryan Mitchell through ball. On 5 minutes it was Connor Mahoney again who got in front of his marker and flicked the ball home from a corner. Clayton tried to get back into the game but Great Harwood’s defenders stood firm and shut out any chance of an attack. Dominic O’Brien broke up one of these rare attacks and set Connor Mahoney clear to bag his hat-trick and Great Harwood’s third as they take complete control of the game.

Clayton’s defence couldn’t handle the constant attacking threat and the lively Connor Mahoney weighed in with another two goals as Great Harwood go in at half-time 5-0 to the good.

The second half saw Great Harwood playing more good football with sub George Carter making an immediate impact and crossing brilliantly for Reagan Bolton to confidently drill the ball into the back of the net.  Karl Sutton grabbed the seventh with a header as he rose well to beat two defenders in the air. Scott Sykes scored direct from a superb corner and captain Jack Hargreaves completing the rout with a cracking finish into the roof of the net.

A good all-round performance; attacking flair, exciting build-up play and resolute defending keeping another well-earned clean sheet. 

 

Final Score   Clayton Park Rangers   0      Great Harwood Rovers    9

Man of the Match     Connor Mahoney

Sunday 20th March 2011  Home @ Memorial Park  K.O. 2pm

Quarter Final Lge Cup

Great Harwood Rovers   v   Haslingden Jnrs

 

Great Harwood progress to the semi-finals of the League Cup following a dramatic penalty shoot-out over Haslingden.

This was going to prove one of the most difficult games of Great Harwood’s season against an impressive Premier League side in Haslingden, who have only lost 3 games this season and demolished their latest opponents 16-0!

The first 5 minutes saw both sides sparring for possession of the ball and it was Haslingden who broke the deadlock and scored twice in quick succession as Great Harwood failed to clear the ball. This was the spark that the lads needed to stir into action. 

Scott Sykes broke up another Haslingden attack and played a through ball for Connor Mahoney to rifle into the roof of the net past the despairing keeper’s dive. More good chances came and went as Great Harwood piled on the pressure and were level when Karl Sutton raced clear on the right and scored at the near post. Game on!

Right on the stroke of half-time a hopeful long ball was punted forward and a defensive slip let the centre-forward in. Tommy Achaski raced out and Danny Smith got back quickly to break up the attack only for the ball to ricochet straight to a Haslingden player to slot into an open net. Great Harwood go into the break as the better side 3-2 down.

Manager Nigel Sutton made a couple of substitutions at the start of the second half to bring fresh legs onto each wing and twice went close to getting the game level again, George Carter hitting the post and then being an inch away with a diving header. But it was Haslingden who once again counter-attacked and restored their two goal cushion.

Great Harwood dug in and rallied together, winning more of the ball in midfield and dominating the game. Connor Mahoney held up the ball well from a Danny Smith pass, turned and played a brilliant ball which split the defenders and set Joe Blackledge free who lobbed the advancing keeper to make it 4-3. The momentum of the game was with Great Harwood who attacked wave after wave. From a corner and then a goalmouth scramble saw Ryan Mitchell pounce on a loose ball to level up the game as it entered the last 10 minutes.

Haslingden looked to have scored the winner when another long ball forward was despatched by the impressive Haslingden forwards, who kept our defenders on their toes throughout the match. But with 5 minutes to go Joe Blackledge raced clear once more and scored his second to send the game into extra-time.

A few chances for both sides in extra time and some fantastic saves from Tommy Achaski saw the game finish level and needed deciding by the dreaded penalty shoot-out. In reality neither team deserved to lose this game but at any age, at any level, cup games have heroes.

Ryan Mitchell, Jack Hargreaves, Karl Sutton, Arron Phillipson and Connor Mahoney stepped forward bravely and volunteered to take the penalties. 

Haslingden’s captain was up first. Tommy Achaski saved well diving low to his left. Ryan Mitchell stepped up confidently and rammed the ball home off the post and cross-bar, a perfect top corner penalty. Haslingden scored their second. Jack Hargreaves clinically drilled in the second for Harwood. Tommy Achaski showed great reflexes and saved the next penalty. Karl Sutton found the right hand corner to put the lads firmly in the driving seat at 3-1. Haslingden needed to score to stay in the tie but the centre forward who hadn’t put a foot wrong all game skied the ball over the bar.

Immense performances from all over the pitch today; Dominic O’Brien and Joey Gibson had their hands full today and battled well against some near 6 feet tall forwards. Full back Danny Smith was Man of the Match, breaking up many of Haslingden’s attacks and setting up good chances of our own with powerful forward runs.

A brilliant performance today! A well deserved victory sees the lads face another top side in Brierfield Celtic at the semi-final stage. It will need the same determination, concentration and quality to win that game if we want to get to the final.

 

Final Score  Great Harwood Rovers  5   Haslingden Jnrs  5

Great Harwood win 3 - 1  on Penalties

Man of the Match  Daniel Smith

Sunday 6th March 2011  Away @ St Mary's College, Blackburn K.O. 12.30pm

Blackburn Eagles   v   Great Harwood Rovers

 

This fixture saw bottom play top and Great Harwood passed the 100 goal mark as their class shone through to win 8-2.

On a bobbly pitch it was hard for both sides to take control of the ball early on and it was a defensive slip up that let Jack Hargreaves through to score the opener. But Blackburn Eagles came back into the game and equalised following a decent move. The first goal Great Harwood have conceded in 4 games.

That was the spark needed for the lads to show the difference in quality and were soon ahead again through goal machine Connor Mahoney who scored twice in 2 minutes to give the lads some breathing space. Some fantastic wing play from Karl Sutton crossing for Connor Mahoney to complete his hat-trick followed by Arron Phillipson cutting inside and launching a thunderbolt into the top corner putting Great Harwood 5-1 up at half time.

The second half saw team changes as the subs were brought on and they carried on as the first half ended. Arron Phillipson again finishing from outside the box following some nice build up play.
Blackburn Eagles broke away to score their second and lift their spirits a little.

Jack Hargreaves pounced onto a loose ball to score his second and the team’s 7th, then Reagan Bolton finished the scoring late on with a well taken finish.

Another comfortable win with most lads rarely getting out of 2nd gear. Arron Phillipson and Connor Mahoney had solid performances but Karl Sutton edged both out to win his second successive Man of the Match award.

Well done lads! Almost there now.

Final Score  Blackburn Eagles  2     Great Harwood Rovers   8

Man of the Match  Karl Sutton

Sunday 27th Feb 2011  Away @ Blacksnape K.O. 2pm

Darwen Rangers Boys   v    Great Harwood Rovers

Great Harwood increased their lead at the top of the table with an impressive team performance over Darwen Rangers Boys.

On a poor pitch it was always going to prove difficult to play the flowing football the lads have got used to over the last few weeks but they knocked the ball around well and passed Darwen off the pitch.
Striker Connor Mahoney adding to his impressive goal tally by notching another 5 goals, with Man of the Match Karl Sutton, Reagan Bolton, Ryan Mitchell and Joe Blackledge scoring the other goals. Karl Sutton’s goal was the pick of them and was well finished following the move of the game – a real team goal. It was enjoyable to see some really good football being played despite the mud-bath of a pitch.

The lads go into the final 4 games of the season knowing that 3 out of 4 wins guarantee the league title and the boys and management team are confident this will be achieved. The champagne is still on hold for now, but is nicely chilling in the fridge.

Final Score  Darwen Rangers Boys   0   Great Harwood Rovers   9

Man of the Match  Karl Sutton

Sunday 21st Feb 2011    Home  @  Wilsons   K.O. 2pm

Great Harwood Rovers   v   Clayton Park Rangers

 

Great Harwood extend their lead at the top of the league to 5 points with a convincing win over mid-table Clayton Park Rangers.

Following last week’s fantastic performance the pressure was well and truly on the boys to keep to a very high standard of football and they delivered a comfortable performance to rack up another 3 points and their 12th win in a row. Confidence was high as the lads knocked the ball around well in the first 5 minutes and were soon ahead through centre forward Connor Mahoney who slotted home following a Joe Blackledge pass. 

A second soon followed from Jack Hargreaves who burst through the Clayton defence and calmly slotted past the keeper. From a Clayton goal kick Jack Hargreaves headed the ball forward for George Carter to flick on for Connor Mahoney to race through and drill the ball low and hard into the net for his second – a simple, direct move. The opponents’ heads were beginning to drop as more chances came for Great Harwood; Joe Blackledge and Arron Phillipson going close to extending the lead. On the stroke of half time Jack Hargreaves put in his second after a nice one-two on the edge of the box. 

Great Harwood go in at half-time with the job done at 4-0.

The second half started brightly with Karl Sutton coming on and making an immediate impact scoring from inside the box as Clayton struggled to clear the ball. Some more attacking midfield play from Ryan Mitchell put Karl Sutton clear once again out wide on the left, coming inside onto his favoured right foot and finishing well at the near post for his second and the team’s sixth. Reagan Bolton added another as he got clear of the defence and coolly looped the ball over the advancing keeper for a fabulous seventh.

Connor Mahoney finished off a Man of the Match performance completing his hat-trick with a clever finish and Danny Smith finalised the rout at 9-0 from an uncleared corner.

A comfortable, professional win again today – the lads sometimes playing in second gear but doing enough to boss the game from the first to the final whistle. Today’s win adds to an impressive goal difference of +62 and total of 84 goals scored which is the highest in all the East Lancashire Football Alliance Leagues proving the lads undoubted attacking flair that really is a joy to watch.

 

Final Score   Great Harwood Rovers   9    Clayton Park Rangers   0

Man of the Match   Connor  Mahoney

Sunday 13th February 2011   Away @ Old Blacks , Lammack  K.O. 12.00pm

Lammack Jnrs     v    Great Harwood Rovers

 

Great Harwood go to top of the league following a convincing win over Lammack Juniors.

A top of the table clash between league leaders Lammack and second placed Great Harwood was watched by a large crowd who were treated to some breathtaking football and good goals.

Great Harwood started brightly and could have been ahead early on following good work by George Carter and Connor Mahoney. The early pressure unearthed the first goal and from a Billy Hargreaves corner, the Lammack defence couldnt clear and Connor Mahoney pounced and found the corner with a brilliant finish.

Great Harwood controlled the half and could have gone further ahead when Joe Blackledge hit the post and the rebound was hit against the other post. The lads went in at half time one nil up.

But one goal is never enough and it wasnt until 5 minutes into the second half Joe Blackledge curled a shot into the far corner of the net making the game a little more comfortable for the lads. Billy Hargreaves, Jack Hargreaves and Scott Sykes dominating the midfield and winning every ball. Lammack just couldnt get into the game and never had a chance to shoot at a mostly spectating Tommy Achaski in Harwood’s goal.

The win wasnt in doubt as confidence grew and a fine move down the left between Arron Phillipson, Scott Sykes and Connor Mahoney set up Reagan Bolton who finished well from the edge of the box to make it three.

Billy Hargreaves was excellent in a defensive midfield role and broke down every Lammack threat. Arron Phillipson was also strong at left back. Connor Mahoney was deservedly awarded Man of the Match.

Keep it up lads! The hard work has been done and you are sitting on top proving you are the best team in the league.

Final Score Lammack Jnrs  0    Great Harwood Rovers   3

Man of the Match   Connor Mahoney

Sunday 30th Jan 2011  Home  @ Wilsons Playong Fields K.O. 2pm

 Great Harwood Rovers    v     Langho Jnrs   


Great Harwood clawed their way back from 4-2 down to take all 3 points in a pulsating encounter with third placed Langho Juniors.

Earlier in the season Langho won the same fixture so revenge was on the minds of the Great Harwood team and it was soon 1-0 to the lads after Karl Sutton broke free on the right and crossed the ball for a Langho defender unfortunately to slice the ball into his own net.

From a retaken free-kick Langho were level with an unstoppable shot from 20 yards out and somehow found themselves 2-1 up after Great Harwood failed to clear a long through ball. Heads went down a little and the lads started to chase the game with every ball seeming to fall kindly to the opposition. Another goalmouth scramble gave Langho some breathing space as they went 3-1 up just as the half time whistle was blown.

The second half started well for Great Harwood and after a good run from midfield by Jack Hargreaves he was fouled and Connor Mahoney stepped up to rifle the free kick into the corner of the net to get back into the game. But it was Langho who again took a two goal lead after Arron Phillipson was judged to have been holding an opponent back despite running out with the ball. The resulting free kick was launched into the area and found it’s way into the net instead of being cleared. Great Harwood with a mountain to climb with only 10 minutes of the game left.

The lads dug in and their hard work was soon rewarded by a second from Connor Mahoney to make it 4-3 and a grandstand finish. Attack after attack followed as Great Harwood took control of the game and with 2 minutes left drew level when George Carter took advantage of a defensive mixup and pounced to slot the ball home from close range. But they weren’t content with a draw and went all out for the winner. Ryan Mitchell going close from a superb free kick which was tipped onto the crossbar and then over by the Langho keeper. From the resultant corner captain Jack Hargeaves rose and headed in to make it 5-4. A fantastic comeback!

Danny Smith had a good game at right back and was awarded Man of the Match. Manager Nigel Sutton was pleased with the determination the lads showed to get anything out of the game and these 3 points will be vital in securing promotion next season.

Final Score  Great Harwood Rovers   5     Langho Jnrs   4

Man of the Match  Danny Smith

Sunday 9th Jan 2011  Away  @ Whinney Lane, Mellor  K.O. 10.30

Mellor Jnrs   v    Great Harwood Rovers

Great Harwood move closer to the league leaders with an impressive win over Mellor Juniors.

Mellor are a good side who, on their last outing, beat league leaders Lammack 5-2 so this game was going to prove a difficult obstacle for the lads to overcome.

The game started brightly for Great Harwood who created many chances before going ahead on 10 minutes through Man of the Match Scott Sykes who netted from a Billy Hargreaves corner. The second was a cool finish from Karl Sutton who finished well from the edge of the area. A third was added by Arron Philipson who smashed the ball into the corner of the goal with a precise finish giving the Mellor keeper no chance.

Mellor had a rare attack and found an extra player who slotted home under Tommy Achaski to make the game interesting and whichever team scored next would prove to be a deciding factor. Great Harwood came out strong and after having a penalty saved, Jack Hargreaves dribbled through the Mellor defence to set up Joe Blackledge who rifled the ball home with a superb finish which had both sets of supporters applauding.

Great Harwood go in at half time 4-1 to the good.

The second half was similar to the first, Great Harwood dominating from back to front and in particular the central midfield duo of Scott Sykes and Jack Hargreaves gave solid performances throughout. Karl Sutton added his second with his head and two excellent goals from Jack Hargreaves put the result in no doubt. Mellor grabbed a 2nd but Connor Mahoney ended the scoring at the end of the game and the lads ran out 8-2 winners; Mellor’s heaviest defeat of the season.

The lads are in good form, good spirit and are high in confidence, keep it goin.

Mellor Jnrs   2   Great Harwood Rovers    8

Man of the Match   Scott  Sykes

Sunday 9th Jan 2011  Away  @ Whinney Lane, Mellor  K.O. 10.30

Mellor Jnrs   v    Great Harwood Rovers

Great Harwood move closer to the league leaders with an impressive win over Mellor Juniors.

Mellor are a good side who, on their last outing, beat league leaders Lammack 5-2 so this game was going to prove a difficult obstacle for the lads to overcome.

The game started brightly for Great Harwood who created many chances before going ahead on 10 minutes through Man of the Match Scott Sykes who netted from a Billy Hargreaves corner. The second was a cool finish from Karl Sutton who finished well from the edge of the area. A third was added by Arron Philipson who smashed the ball into the corner of the goal with a precise finish giving the Mellor keeper no chance.

Mellor had a rare attack and found an extra player who slotted home under Tommy Achaski to make the game interesting and whichever team scored next would prove to be a deciding factor. Great Harwood came out strong and after having a penalty saved, Jack Hargreaves dribbled through the Mellor defence to set up Joe Blackledge who rifled the ball home with a superb finish which had both sets of supporters applauding.

Great Harwood go in at half time 4-1 to the good.

The second half was similar to the first, Great Harwood dominating from back to front and in particular the central midfield duo of Scott Sykes and Jack Hargreaves gave solid performances throughout. Karl Sutton added his second with his head and two excellent goals from Jack Hargreaves put the result in no doubt. Mellor grabbed a 2nd but Connor Mahoney ended the scoring at the end of the game and the lads ran out 8-2 winners; Mellor’s heaviest defeat of the season.

The lads are in good form, good spirit and are high in confidence, keep it goin.

Mellor Jnrs   2   Great Harwood Rovers    8

Man of the Match   Scott  Sykes

 

Sunday 21st Nov 2010 away @ Mem Park K.O. 11am

Ossy Rangers  v   Great Harwood Rovers

 

Great Harwood overran a spirited Oswaldtwistle team by 5 goals to nil to move back into 2nd place in the league.

Dominating the game from start to finish Great Harwood put on a quality performance and never really had to move above 2nd gear. George Carter, Joe Blackledge and Karl Sutton going close to opening the scoring early on. The deadlock was broken on 15 minutes by an Arron Phillipson 20 yard unstoppable free-kick into the roof of the net, followed quickly with a second by Jack Hargreaves to put Great Harwood firmly in the driving seat.

On a heavy pitch it was enjoyable to see the lads still making slick passes and working hard in midfield – winning ball after ball and setting up chance after chance. A third well-taken goal by Reagan Bolton finished off a nice move and the lads went in at half-time looking very comfortable. The win was never in doubt.

The fourth goal came soon into the second half and was another cool finish by centre forward Reagan Bolton who got onto the end of a Scott Sykes through ball and slotted home into the far corner past the stranded and over-worked keeper who was awarded their Man of the Match. The final goal calmly drilled home by Jack Hargreaves for his second of the game from the penalty spot following a handball in the penalty area.

Competent and experienced performances from all over the pitch deserved a good win today, especially from Arron Phillipson who was Man of the Match. Defensively the team looks strong and they continually create chances going forward which they’ve now started to convert.  The lads will need to step up next week as they look for revenge over one of the two teams who have beaten them this season, Langho Juniors who are one place below Great Harwood in the league.

Come on lads!
Sunday 14th Nov 2010  Away  @  Queen Elizabeths Playing Fields,  2nd Round Lge Cup,  K.O. 11am. Whalley Jnrs       v        Great Harwood Rovers 

 

This week had Great Harwood as the underdogs in the League Cup against current First division leaders Whalley Juniors.

Unbeaten Whalley had 7 wins from 7 in the top division, so Great Harwood were playing not only a league above themselves but one of the top teams in it – likened to Burnley playing Chelsea at Stamford Bridge.

It was the Great Harwood lads who started brightly and were soon one nil up; breaking up a Whalley attack Danny Smith brought the ball out of defence and found Connor Mahoney clear who slotted home nicely from the edge of the penalty area. This stirred the impressive Whalley midfield into action and they ran the game for a 10 minute spell resulting in 2 fine finishes from distance. The game then swayed end to end as both teams struggled to stay on top; some real gritty and determined tackles from both teams earning applause from both sets of supporters. Towards the end of the first half Connor Mahoney was put clear once again; a defender’s challenge stopped the ball but nicely set up Karl Sutton who smashed the ball into the far corner of the net to bring the scores level. On the stroke of half-time Whalley managed a quick counter attack and another cool finish led them into the half-time break 3-2 to the good.

The second half started in the same way to the first half with Great Harwood dominating play and from a superb corner Scott Sykes beat the keeper and 2 defenders in the air to head home and bring the game level once more at 3-3. Man of the match Connor Mahoney again raced clear of the defence and was brought down on the edge of the area. From the resultant free kick captain Jack Hargreaves found the top corner with a blistering drive putting Great Harwood ahead for the first time since the first goal went in. Another breathtaking run and finish from Connor Mahoney sealed the win at the end of the game to make it 5-3. It was excellent game and had some really good, entertaining football from both sides.

This win shows how far the Great Harwood lads have come this season. We shouldn’t understate how good a win this was – Whalley have won all of their games in the top division this season. They are one of the best sides in the area. It’s back to the league duties next week and we need to keep winning and make certain of promotion into the top division next season as we’ve just proved that we can compete in it.  Well Done Lads!

 

Final Score  Whalley Jnrs   3    Great Harwood Rovers   5

Man of the Match   Connor Mahoney

Sunday 7th Nov 2010 Home @ Wilsons PF  K.O 2pm

Great Harwood Rovers   v     Ossy Rangers

 

Great Harwood were up against an Ossy Rangers team in the bottom 3, and it showed as we battered them from start to finish, being 5  0 up in the 1st half,  Raegan Bolton started the scoring with a goal of highest quality, picking the ball up 30 yards in, spotting the keeper off his line and finding the bottom left corner, Captain Jack Hargreaves added a 2nd and 3rd a quality header from a corner and scrambling goal over the line, Bolton grabbing a 4th and his 2nd drilling the ball in the net from close range, Ossy had 1 chance smashing the ball towards the top corner to which Gt Harwood keeper Tommy Achaski pulled off a brilliant finger tipped save, Joe Blackledge completing the 1st half scoring, a well taken volley at the back post from a corner.

 

keep your shape and try for a clean sheet was then order of the day, Gt Harwood got one right with the shape looking good all the game, Gt Harwood carried on the scoring in the 2nd half Hargreaves grabbing his Hat-Trick with another well taken goal, the tricks and good finishing of Connor Mahoney earning him a goal and Gt Harwoods 7th, then Ossy managed a goal back from fall asleep defending which unusual as the defence had been great the whole game, especially Dominic O'Brien. A free kick by Ossy got them a 2nd undeserved goal, this time the Gt Harwood keeper falling asleep, last 10 mins Substitute George Carter completed the scoring and the goal of the game, Mahoney feeding a loose left sided ball down the channel the Ossy Keeper looking comfortable, Carter busted a gut to get there 1st a smashed the ball in the corner of the net, Arron Phillipson, Jordan Edmondson and Ryan Mitchel had a great game.

Final Score Gt Harwood Rovers  8   Ossy Rangers  2

Man of the Match  Dominic O'Brien

Sunday 24th October 2010  Home @ Wilson's C.L.M  K.O.  2pm

Great Harwood Rovers   v    St  Josephs

 

It was 2nd v 3rd in the league, but that wasn't the case on the field because Gt Harwood were by far the best team, hitting the woodwork twice and various chances going begging from Karl Sutton, Connor Mahoney and George Carter it was only a matter of time before they scored, but against the run of play and there first attack in the last 5 mins of the first half, it was St Josephs who took the lead, a looping shot that dropped into the net, half-time 0-1.

Second half the Gt Harwood manager changed things around a bit, and even though Harwood were playing really well it payed off, an instant goal from Connor Mahoney blasting past the keeper from 20 yards, again as in the first half St Josephs keeper was fanastic save after save earning him the oppositions motm, but he gave in eventually attack after attack earned Gt Harwood a 2nd and 3rd goal, Connor Mahoney breaking free of the defence to slot into the net and Arron Phillipsons free kick from 25 yards into the bottom corner, with the amount of pressure, chances and good play the score line should have been much wider, but Gt Harwood finished the game off with a goal from sub Harvey Nicholson, good quick footwork and smashing it in the net with his left foot.

Final Score  Great Harwood Rovers  4    St Josephs   1

Man of the Match   Connor Mahoney

Sunday 10th October 2010 Away  LFA Cup 2nd Round, Memorial Park, Fleetwood. K.O. 12pm Fleetwood Town    v      Great Harwood Rovers

 

Great Harwood exit the Lancashire FA Cup after a spirited performance against Fleetwood Town.

It was Great Harwood who started the brightest and some fantastic play led to the opener as Jack Hargreaves pounced on a Connor Mahoney  through ball. The lads had several chances to extend their lead with Connor Mahoney, Karl Sutton and Jack Hargreaves all having good chances.  Fleetwood were a strong side going forward but the Great Harwood defence held firm and tackled well until half-time, going in for the break 1 nil up.

The Fleetwood management team read the riot act during the break and they knew it was Great Harwood who were better side even though their team has Academy status.

The second half saw several tactical switches by the Fleetwood team and they resorted to long balls while Great Harwood continued to play nice, slick passing. After 5 minutes of the restart Fleetwood were level directly from a long punt upfield from the keeper, the ball bouncing through the middle of the defence and ending up in the net. Great Harwood dug in though and were soon ahead thanks to a great run and goal-of-the-season 30 yard shot into the roof of the net by Connor Mahoney for his and the team’s 2nd.

This spurred Fleetwood into action and their tactics turned to man marking the impressive Mahoney, bringing him down almost once a minute. One of their players was substituted before he was sent off, following an early booking for dissent. Another long goal kick, following a good Joe Blackledge chance, bounced through to our goal once again unchallenged and was well finished by the Fleetwood centre forward to set the game up for a tense finale at 2-2.

Great Harwood, who continued to play excellent football, went for the lead again but it was Fleetwood who for the only the third time in the game got ahead of our defenders and scrambled a goal in from close distance to lead for the first time in the game. A fourth was added late on as Great Harwood pushed players forward to take the game to extra time.

The lads played really well and on another day could have been comfortable winners against a Fleetwood side who haven’t been beaten in two years. They are a talented academy side and had to resort to long balls and over-physical play to get the goals they needed.

All in all every Great Harwood player gave a good account of himself and the team as a whole played some amazing football – the Fleetwood team manager commenting on how well several players played and how much he’d like them to play for him. Arron Phillipson put in an exellent shift at left back which earned him Man of the Match. Danny Smith, Jack Hargreaves, Karl Sutton and two goal hero Connor Mahoney all played their hearts out and deserved a win today.

Final Score  Fleetwood Town   4     Great Harwood Rovers   2

Man of the Match  Arron Phillipson


Sunday 3rd October 2010 Home @ Memorial Park K.O. 2pm

Great Harwood Rovers   v   Mellor Jnrs

 

Great Harwood hit double figures for the second game running as they flex their scoring muscles against a good Mellor side and go top of the league on goal difference. 

This fixture looked a tough test against a strong Mellor side who have only been beaten once so far this season. This fear was soon realised as Great Harwood went a goal down in the opening 5 minutes. On a difficult pitch and in slippy conditions both sides dominated up front and goals exchanged throughout the first half with some fast, exciting play and excellent finishing from both teams resulting the half time score Great Harwood 6 Mellor 4.

The second half was going to be difficult with Great Harwood kicking uphill and this was a slight concern for the Manager Nigel Sutton who urged his defence to calm down and start dominating the aerial battles with the impressive Mellor attackers. It was Mellor who started brightly at the start of the second half but the Great Harwood defence started to play the way they can and worked as part of a well-oiled machine and dominated the rest of the game, finishing the game comfortable winners by 11 goals to 4.

Connor Mahoney looks a really good addition to the team linking well with his attacking team-mates and weighing in with a massive 6 goals – his 9th in just two games.  Karl Sutton adding in with another hat-trick giving him 8 goals in his last two starts. George Carter and Reagan Bolton both with well taken goals and good performances making up the other goals.

Man of the Match was Scott Sykes who had a really good game in the centre of midfield.

Next week sees the team away against Fleetwood Town in the Lancashire FA Cup 1st round. This could be a really difficult game as Fleetwood haven’t been beaten in their league for 2 years

Final Score  Great Harwood Rovers  11   Mellor Jnrs  4

Man of the Match  Scott Sykes

 

 

Sunday 26th Sept 2010 Home  @  Bullough Park  K.O.  2pm

Great Harwood Rovers   v     Darwen Rangers Boys

Great Harwood move up to 2nd in the league following an 18-0 demolition of Darwen Rangers.

Darwen were just 2 points behind Great Harwood with only two defeats so far this season but were met by a strong, determined Great Harwood side who for once this season managed to put their numerous chances away.

This size of win had been coming for a while, with the lads dominating most of the games they’ve played but sometimes not delivering the killer finishes needed to do well in this league.

Karl Sutton was back to his best and scoring for fun – netting 5 goals in this one sided encounter. Debutant Connor Mahoney scoring a hat-trick and looking like he will add class to the squad. Jack Hargreaves, Joe Blackledge and George Carter scored 2 goals each and quality finishes from Ryan Mitchell, Scott Sykes, Jordon Edmondson and a screamer from Aaron Phillipson netting the rest showing that we aren’t reliant on just the forwards to get goals for the team.

 Manager Big Nige said it was his biggest win since he started managing 11 years ago.

Final Score Great Harwood Rovers 18    Darwen Rangers Boys

Man of the Match Danny Smith

Sunday 12th Sept 2010 Home @ Wilson’s Playing Fields K.O. 2.00pm

 Great Harwood Rovers   v   Lammack Jnrs


Despite controlling the game from start to finish, hitting the bar and having 4 attempts cleared off the line Great Harwood suffered their 2nd loss of the season against an unbeaten Lammack side.

Some good football throughout the team led to chance after chance but through poor finishing and an outstanding display from their keeper the ball wouldn’t go in. It was Lammack who scored first with their first attack of the game – a long ball forward that the lads simply didn’t clear well enough. Right on the stroke of half-time Bradley Allen made a darting run inside from wide left finishing well into the far corner of the goal.

The second half saw more of the same, Reagan Bolton hitting the bar and several goalmouth scrambles with clearances off the line made it a frustrating day for the lads. Fine performances from all over the pitch didn’t result in a much-deserved win and highlights yet again what a cruel game football can be at times. A long goal kick gave Lammack the winner, the ball bouncing through the centre of our defence and their striker finishing well.

Another strong game from right back Danny Smith earned him Man of the Match and Scott Sykes and Jack Hargreaves also impressed in a strong midfield.

The game was marred by a nasty injury to winger Joe Blackledge who suffered damage to his neck after falling badly after a clash of heads and was a worrying time for both sets of parents and players. Following treatment at hospital I’m happy to report that Joe will be fine and no serious damage was done.

The next game will be against Mill Hill later in the week. Lets hope for another good performance, but this time with the right result at the end of it!

Final Score Great Harwood Rovers 1   Lammack Jnrs 2
Man of the match   Bradley Allen

Tuesday 7th Sept Away @ King Georges Playing Fields K.O. 6.00pm

St Josephs   v    Great Harwood Rovers


Great Harwood get back to winning ways with an emphatic win over St Joseph’s.

After Sunday’s disappointing defeat at Langho the lads started this game strongly and narrowly missed going ahead on several occasions – the St Joseph’s keeper saving well. But it was the home side who scored first and it was going to be interesting to see how our lads reacted….

And react they did with 4 goals in quick succession to comfortably take control of the game with a real professional performance. Some beautiful football was played and they went in at half time 6-1 up.

In the second half the game was ground out and at times got a little scrappy but at the final whistle the lads came out comfortable winners 8-3. A captain’s performance from Jack Hargreaves gave him a well-deserved hat-trick. A top corner free kick from Aaron Phillipson that Ronaldo would have been proud of and a fantastic left foot strike from Joe Blackledge were the pick of the goals. Scott Sykes, Reagan Bolton and George Carter also added to the Great Harwood tally and capped off an all-round great performance by all the lads who played. Danny Smith had a good game at right back, looking strong going forward and Reagan Bolton laid off some fantastic passes to get his team-mates involved in attack after attack which earned him Man of the Match.

Lets hope the lads carry on this form into the next match where they face Lammack who are currently the league leaders and may look to be a surprise package this season after winning both of their opening games.

Final Score St Josephs   3    Great Harwood Rovers 8
Man of the Match  Reagan Bolton


Sunday 5th Sept 2010 Away @ Northcote, Langho, K.O. 11.30am

 Langho Jnrs  v   Great Harwood Rovers 

Viewed as almost the League Title decider before a ball was kicked at the start of season, Langho came out on top in this thriller!

Following relegation from the top division last year, both teams were keen to get off to a good start this season and early on it was Great Harwood who were in the driving seat with some neat, passing football and breathtaking skills. High on confidence following a really good pre-season George Carter netted from close range to open his goal account after 10 minutes. 5 minutes later a darting left wing run and fantastic finish into the far corner by Carter doubled Great Harwood’s lead and they were coasting.

But rather than give the away team confidence a lot of the lads disappointingly seemed to give up as though the game was already won and they took their collective foot off the pedal. Experience tells us this is so dangerous and following a defensive slip up Langho were clean through and got a goal back right on the stroke of half-time.

Half-time – Langho 1 Great Harwood 2

The second half started as the first half finished with Langho piling on the pressure and equalising from a long range effort which keeper Tommy Achaski had no chance with. Within 2 minutes, Langho were ahead by a hotly disputed penalty and even further ahead with a long through ball that our defence couldn’t clear. With time running out and substitutes added captain Jack Hargreaves grabbed a consolation in injury time from a corner.

The last 5 minutes of effort simply wasn’t enough and in truth, Great Harwood should have won this game comfortably especially after opening a 2 goal lead in the first half. But football – as always – has lessons to teach the lads. Don’t step off the pedal when games seem easy. You need to play to your best for the whole game with maximum concentration and discipline. 

Final Score  Langho Jnrs  4   Great Harwood Rovers   3

Man of the Match    Aaron Phillipson
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