GREAT HARWOOD ROVERS UNDER 10’S MATCH REPORTS 2010-2011

ELFA Under 10 Green   Played at Bullough Park  27/2/11

Globe Bullough Park 1  Gt Harwood Rovers 2



             Benedetto



             Altham


Great Harwood Rovers won only their second away game of the season overcoming second from bottom Globe Bullough Park. Rovers should have had a hatful of goals, but had everyone on edge has Globe pulled one back minutes before full time. Rovers took the lead from a Brodie Woods corner on eight minutes when Max Benedetto tapped in from close range. Woods was involved in a lot of the early play for Rovers and nearly scored moments before the goal when his shot went wide. He then played a great one two with Harry Sagar only to see his shot bundled away by the Globe keeper. Rovers kept it tight at the back, with left back Jamie Raynor getting involved further forward on thirteen minutes when his left wing shot went just wide and two minutes before the break Jack Altham put a little too much pace on a neat ball over the top of the Globe Defence looking for Sagar to try to latch onto. Rovers looked in total control of this encounter and doubled their lead a minute into the second half through Altham. He picked the ball up on the half way line and ran just inside the box were he unleashed a drive in to the bottom corner. Rovers should have wrapped up the game during the second half with all the chances they had. Altham’s cross found Slattery only for him to shoot wide a minute after Rovers second and then they linked up again on twenty five minutes with a neat one two only for Altham final touch to let him down. Slattery hit a shot over the bar after a good build up from Altham and Adam Douglas. As Rovers pushed forward looking for a third they started to leave gaps at the back which Globe exploited on thirty two minutes with a right wing cross headed wide of goal. Woods came close to increasing Rovers lead after a great run forward, but his shot went just wide. Then with a minute to go Globe found space on their right side as Rovers were left short at the back, another right wing cross found their forward unmarked to shoot home into the bottom corner. It was a nervous last few minutes for Harwood, but they pressed looking for a third through Douglas with his shot saved by the legs of the Globe keeper. This win moves Harwood up to sixth in the league with a seven-point cushion between themselves and the bottom two.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Brodie Woods, Max Benedetto; James Slattery;

Subs: Harry Sagar, Adam Douglas.

Man of the match:  James Slattery

ELFA Under 10 Green  Played at Memorial Park 20/02/11

Gt Harwood Rovers 0  Darwen Rangers Lads 1


Great Harwood Rovers went down to their second home league defeat of the season at the hands of Darwen Rangers Lads. Ten points separated these two teams ahead of the game, but you wouldn’t have thought that after watching this encounter. Rovers more than match Darwen throughout and were worthy of at least a point. A goal a minute before the break for Darwen was the only difference between these two sides. Rovers started brightly putting Darwen under pressure and had a chance in the opening minute from a long throw, when James Slattery shot just wide. Darwen started to get into the game and had three successive corners, which Rovers defended solidly to deny Darwen any chances. Darwen’s first real opportunity came three minutes before the break when they brought out a good save from James Wearden with his legs. Then what turned out to be the winner for Darwen started from a corner, the ball was cleared back out to the wing and whipped in for a cross. Rovers failed to clear and it fell to a Darwen player just inside the box, his shot went straight through a cluster of players to find the back of the net. Rovers then went in search of an equaliser in the second half and in the opening minute Adam Douglas had a shot destined for goal blocked. Slattery also had two decent shots saved by the Darwen keeper within the first five minutes. Harwood piled the pressure on Darwen again, but just couldn’t find a way through. Harry Sagar who had a good first half on the right hand side of midfield, moved to centre forward in the second half and came close to scoring midway through the half with a shot into the side netting. 

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Jamie Raynor; Harry Sagar, Brodie Woods, Adam Douglas; James Slattery; Subs: Jack Altham.

Man of the match:  Harry Sagar

ELFA Under 10 Green  Played at Memorial Park 13/02/11

Gt Harwood Rovers 2  Blue Star 1


Douglas

Slattery

Gt Harwood Rovers won their first game in five matches to put a bit of distance between themselves and the bottom three. They entertained second in the table Blue Star at Memorial park, who narrowly beat Rovers at the start of the season. Rovers started straight out of the blocks taking the game to Blue Star and they had the opening chance through Harry Sagar’s shot into the side netting three minutes in. Sagar was involved in the build up to Harwood’s first goal with a lay off to Adam Douglas on the angle of the penalty box; Douglas struck the ball with power into the roof of the net. This gave Rovers the confidence they appeared to have been lacking in recent weeks to dominated and finish teams off. James Slattery came close with a shot just wide on thirteen minutes and two good efforts to double Rovers lead in first half injury time. Blue Star hardly troubled the Rovers defence; their best chance falling just after Rovers had taken the lead. A shot from outside the box brought a good save with his legs from James Wearden. Harwood doubled their lead midway through the second half with a good ball into the box from Brodie Woods and Slattery shot home from close range. Blue Star throw everything forward to get back into this game, but they couldn’t get past the Rovers defence with Jamie Raynor charging down a shot and another shot hitting the post. Rovers came close to making it three and found the woodwork in the way, with a shot from Sagar. Blue Star’s pressure finally told when they get one back deep into injury time with virtually the last kick of the match. They had a shot which once again hit the post, Harwood half cleared the danger to the edge of the penalty box only to find a Blue Star player there. He riffled in a powerful shot into the back of the net. Two wins at home now for Harwood and with some winnable games on paper to come, you would expect them to start picking up some points.

Team:  James Wearden; Max Benedetto, Jamie Raynor; Harry Sagar, Robbie Wilson, Adam Douglas; James Slattery; Subs: Brodie Woods.

Man of the match:  Brodie Woods

ELFA Under 10 Green   Played at Witton Park  6/2/11

Blackburn Utd 4  Gt Harwood Rovers 1



  Douglas 


Gt Harwood Rovers lost their second game in a row for the second time this season. This was always going to be a tricky encounter, Blackburn undefeated in the league all season and only conceding four goals at home. Rovers put up a spirited performance on a blustery morning, which made it difficult to move the ball around. Rovers did have the first effort straight from kick off when Harry Sagar broke down the right to shoot just wide. Blackburn took the lead five minutes in with a shot inside the box in the corner of the goal. United doubled their lead on twelve minutes in similar style to the first and made it three with a good right wing cross and a first time shot into the back of the net four minutes before the break. Rovers kicking into the wind had some good possession during the first half, but couldn’t create any clear-cut chances. Sagar, Robbie Wilson and Jamie Raynor all made vital clearances from the penalty box. Blackburn made sure of all three points eight minutes into the second half with a through ball to the unmarked striker to hit the fourth. Adam Douglas hit a consolation goal for Rovers four minutes before full time, when he rode a couple of challenges to hit home from just inside the box. United nearly made it five, but for a good save from James Wearden at his near post. Rovers did peg Blackburn back in their own half for most of the second half, but couldn’t find that finishing touch.

Team:  James Wearden; Robbie Wilson, Jamie Raynor; Harry Sagar, Adam Douglas, Jack Altham; James Slattery;

Subs: 

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 10 Green   Played at Everton Playing Fields  16/01/11

Mellor Juniors 3  Gt Harwood Rovers 0 


Gt Harwood Rovers went down to their fifth defeat of the season in atrocious conditions at Everton Playing fields against Mellor Juniors. With the rain lashing down and the pitch heavy underfoot with all the overnight rain, it didn’t make for the best game of football. Mellor had the better of the first half taking the lead within five minutes when they won a corner on the right. The corner was whipped in towards the penalty spot straight to a Mellor player, who struck the ball unchallenged into the back of the net. Mellor doubled their lead two minutes before the break with a shot from the edge of the box along the ground into the bottom corner. Rovers did create a couple of half chances during the half through Harry Sagar, who just couldn’t find the back of the net having a shot saved and one just wide of the target. In the second half the conditions eased has Rovers found chances coming thick and fast but just couldn’t make them count. Adam Douglas shot wide on a couple of occasions, Sagar came close again and James Slattery missed two sitters that could have put Harwood back in contention. With four minutes to go Mellor wrapped up all three points when Jamie Raynor lost possession on the left, Finnley Green and Max Benedetto were slow to react leaving the Mellor forward with a clear shot at goal. Rovers can take lots of positives out of the game, they are creating chances in the final third, passing the ball around nicely causing teams problems defending and not letting their heads drop by battling to the final whistle. 

Team:  James Wearden; Max Benedetto, Finnley Green, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Robbie Wilson, Adam Douglas; 

Harry Sagar, James Slattery;  Subs: 

Man of the match:  Harry Sagar

ELFA Under 10 Green  Played at Memorial Park 9/01/11

Gt Harwood Rovers 1  Crown Paints Black 1

Douglas


Gt Harwood Rovers came back from a goal down to claim a point and could have taken all three during a thrilling second half in their first game of the New Year. Harwood went into this game without a win in their last two games, while Crown Paints fourth in the table had won four in their last six matches. Harwood were under pressure from Crown Paints for most of the first half, but did manage to trouble the Crown Paints keeper with a good move involving Jack Altham down the Harwood right. His cross found Harry Sagar in space, who could only shoot at the keeper. Crown Paints pushed forward and started to create chances with two shots going just wide in the space of three minutes. Crown Paints took the lead on thirteen minutes following a poor Harwood clearance from a corner; the ball fell at the feet of the Crown Paints player who shot unchallenged in to the bottom corner. Crown Paints pushed forward looking to double their lead with half chances going wide. After an early scar when Crown Paints hit the side netting again, Harwood took control of the second half and levelled within the opening four minutes. A long throw in from Altham found Adam Douglas in the box, with the Crown Paints keeper unable to prevent Douglas’s powerful shot finding the back of the net. Douglas could have had his second of the match a minute later when he shot over the bar from Altham’s cross. Crown Paints tried to put pressure on the Harwood defence with Finnley Green and Jamie Raynor at the back defending strongly to keep Crown frustrated at not being able to claim a winner. Harwood also had opportunities to claim a winner through James Slattery having his shot saved and Altham’s shot collected well by the keeper. With only minutes on the watch Harwood should have made it two following some good movement with the ball out of defence and then Altham’s long run down the left. He whipped in a cross for Slattery, his shot missed the goal, but fell to Douglas who only needed to lash out a foot at the ball, instead taking two many touches and his shot was cleared away. 

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Max Benedetto, Adam Douglas; 

Harry Sagar; Subs: Robbie Wilson, James Slattery.

Man of the match:  Finnley Green

ELFA Under 10 Green  Played at Memorial Park 21/11/10

Gt Harwood Rovers 0  Rossendale United Lads 3


Gt Harwood Rovers lost there first home league game of the season going down three nil to Rossendale United Lads. The score could quite easily have been the other way round if Harwood had buried their chances in front of goal and are currently are in the middle of a lean spell with nine goals in eight league matches, a concern to manager Michael Woods and his coaching team. Rossendale took the lead on twelve minutes from a corner; the ball fell loose inside the box and dropped just inside the far post. Rovers pressed for an equalizer and came close through Brodie Woods when his shot went just wide. Adam Douglas brought a good save out of the United keeper and James Slattery came close during a goalmouth scramble. On the stroke of half time United should have doubled their lead when they were clean through with only James Wearden to beat, but they shot just wide of the target. Rovers started to dominate the second half and had the majority of the chances. In the opening minutes Harry Sagar’s shot took a deflection to win a corner and another shot went just wide moments later. Jack Altham came close with an effort mid way through the half and Douglas brought a good save from the United keeper on thirty-three minutes. Rossendale did double their lead on the half hour mark when they broke through the defence to be one on one with Wearden to find the bottom corner. Just before full time Rovers broke through Altham to tee up Max Benedetto on the edge of the box, his powerful shot was saved by the keeper. The ball went straight up to the other end of the pitch and United won a corner. The delivery found the head of the forward to nod down into the bottom corner for him to collect a hat trick and for United to claim all three points. 

Team:  James Wearden; Robbie Wilson, Jamie Raynor; Harry Sagar, Brodie Woods, Adam Douglas; 

James Slattery;  Subs: Finnley Green, Max Benedetto, Jack Altham.

Man of the match:  Brodie Woods

ELFA Under 10 Green   Played at The Glen  7/11/10

Rossendale United Lads 4  Gt Harwood Rovers 0


Gt Harwood Rovers suffered their biggest league defeat of the season so far going down four goals to nil to Rossendale United Lads. All the goals came in the first half with Rossendale taking full advantage of the steep downhill sloop. United took the lead after only two minutes when the defence stood off and let the United goalscorer run right through them to score from close range. United doubled their lead on seven minutes when they were awarded a free kick just outside the box. A right footed shot over the wall into the top corner of the net. Rovers started to press and get back into the game, but found it hard work going up the hill. They did get the ball in to the box and created some half chances in the first half through Max Benedetto who made the Rossendale keeper work with a good save and Jack Altham winning a couple of corners. The best opportunity for Harwood to pull one back came on nine minutes when they were awarded a free kick on the edge of the box for hand ball. Brodie Woods stepped up to take the free kick, which was cleared away by the United defence. Rossendale claimed their third on sixteen minutes finding it easy to get through the Harwood defence and rounded off the rout just before half time with their fourth. The second half was the opposite with Harwood dominating now playing down hill, with United struggling to get the ball out of their own half at times. Half chances once again went begging for Harwood through Altham hitting the side netting and Jamie Raynor stinging the keeper’s fingertips with a blistering shot from outside the area to win a corner. On a couple of occasions when United did get the ball forward Robbie Wilson and Rayner dealt with everything at the back with ease. For all of Rovers efforts in the second half they just couldn’t put the ball in the goal to restore some pride. 

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Jamie Raynor; Max Benedetto, Brodie Woods, Jack Altham; 

Harry Sagar;  Subs: Robbie Wilson, James Slattery, Adam Douglas

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 10 Green   Played at Memorial Park  31/10/10

Gt Harwood Rovers 5  Darwen Rangers Boys  0


Woods x 2 (pen x 1)

Altham

Sagar

Benedetto

Gt Harwood Rovers moved into the top half of the table after finding their scoring boots to claim their first home win of the season against a Darwen Rangers Boys side without a win this season. Rovers looked to be in total control of this match. Jack Altham nearly opened the scoring in the first minute when the keeper saved his shot. Altham was involved in the move that lead to Harwood being awarded a penalty for handball, his cross found Max Benedetto with a lay off for Brodie Woods to unleash a shot at goal. The Rangers defender on the line raised his hands to the ball and referee pointed straight to the spot. Woods stepped up to take the penalty with power down the centre of the goal for his first of the season. Rangers pressed forward looking for an equalizer, but never really threatened the Rovers goal. Rovers had chances to double their lead, Altham’s shot from outside the box was well saved by the Rangers keeper. Harry Sagar also came close shooting straight at the keeper and another effort wide of the left post. Woods nearly doubled his tally when his shot near the bye line went into the side netting. On the stroke of half time Rovers got their second, Sagar’s cross found Woods inside the box to score from close range. The second half was only two minutes old when Harwood got their third. Altham took a corner on the left; the ball was cleared by the Rangers defence, but only back to Altham who had time on the ball before whipping in a great shot to the far top corner of the goal. Altham should have got his second on nine minutes when his shot hit the side netting. Darwen pushed forward looking for a consolation goal, but it wasn’t to be as the Rovers defence held firm for their third clean sheet of the season. Harwood got their fourth on sixteen minutes when Woods through ball for James Slattery, he held the ball up well with some neat touches before playing Sagar in to score from close range. The fifth and final goal fell to Benedetto just before full time after another nice lay off from Slattery. It could well have been more if Sagar and Benedetto had put away some half chances earlier in the half. Rovers remain unbeaten at home in the league and now with back to back wins.    

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Brodie Woods, Max Benedetto; 

Harry Sagar;  Subs: James Slattery.

Man of the match:  Brodie Woods

ELFA Under 10 Green   Played at St. Peter’s Avenue  24/10/10

Rossendale Valley Wasps 0  Gt Harwood Rovers 1



       

      Slattery

Gt Harwood Rovers collected their first win of the season away at Rossendale Valley Wasps, with just one point separating these two sides towards the bottom of the table. Wasps put Rovers under pressure straight away from the kick off, they kept possession well and went close early on with two half chances going just wide. Rovers found it difficult to gain control of the game and get the ball out of there own half. Mid-way through the first half Rovers make a tactical change moving Jamie Raynor to the left side of midfield, while dropping Robbie Wilson back into defence and the move nearly paid off when Raynor broke away on the left side to put a cross in for Harry Sagar. His shot clipped the defender to win Harwood’s first corner of the match. Wasps caught Harwood on the break and were clean through down the centre. The Rovers keeper James Wearden came racing out of his area and was judged to have handled the ball. The resulting free kick went through the wall for Wearden to save low down to his right. On sixteen minutes Wearden pulled off another fine save when Rovers gave away another free kick in a dangerous position just outside the box. He tipped the ball onto the bar and collected the rebound. Two minutes before the break Brodie Woods played a great ball through the centre for James Slattery to run on to, he found himself one on one with the Wasps keeper but was unable to squeeze the ball past. The second half was a lot tighter for Harwood with the Wasps keeper the busier of the two. Rovers won a corner on ten minutes, which was swung in by Woods, the keeper appeared to fumble the ball and Slattery hit home to give Rovers the lead. Raynor came close five minutes before the full time whistle when he shot wide after some nice interchanges with Slattery. Wasps went looking for an equalizer in the closing stages, only to find Finnley Green and Wilson blocking their way and a save from Wearden pushing the ball round the post. This win should have boosted Rovers confidence and they’ve now moved out of the bottom two up to seventh in the table.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Jamie Raynor ©; Harry Sagar, Brodie Woods, Robbie Wilson; 

James Slattery;  Subs: 

Man of the match:  James Wearden

ELFA Under 10 League Cup Round 1   Played at Witton Park  17/10/10

Blackburn Utd 5  Gt Harwood Rovers 0


Gt Harwood crashed out of the League cup after being compressively beaten by Blackburn Utd. On paper this was always looking a tricky tie for Harwood having struggled to find the net so far this season and Blackburn having taken maximum points from their opening league games. United secured a foot in the second round draw when they took a three nil lead into the half time break. Bad defending and a lacklustre performance by Rovers gifted Blackburn their victory. Rovers didn’t make an impression at the other end of the pitch failing to trouble the United keeper. Rovers can now concentrate on improving their league form, which as yet hasn’t reached the heights of last season when they finished third.

Team: Adam Douglas; Finnley Green, Robbie Wilson; Jack Altham, Brodie Woods, Max Benedetto; 

James Slattery;  Subs: Harry Sagar.

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 10 Green   Played at Memorial Park  10/10/10

Gt Harwood Rovers 0  Mellor Juniors  0


Gt Harwood Rovers put up a gutsy performance to take a point from top of the table Mellor Juniors who so far this season hadn’t dropped a point, but might have lost all three in the last few minutes of the game if a header from Harry Sagar had not gone just over the bar. Rovers were under pressure from kick off by Mellor looking for their fourth straight win of the season, loosing possession easily at times. Thankfully James Wearden in the Rovers goals was in good form with a double save early on and went on to make two more vital saves during the first half. On the quarter hour mark Mellor won a corner taken on their left. The ball was swung in; Adam Douglas made a late challenge on the Mellor forward bringing him down in the box and the ref pointed to the spot. Mellor now had the best chance to take the lead; the forward took the penalty and put his shot wide. Rovers did win a couple of corners in the first half and a half chance went begging when the ball went straight across goal as the Mellor keeper failed to collect. The second half started well for Harwood when eight minutes in Brodie Woods unleashed a long-range effort going just wide. Mellor had the opportunity to take the lead soon after when a close range shot was saved by Wearden and another shot minutes later went wide. Rovers were looking stronger as the half progressed with some nice through balls from Jack Altham and Woods looking for Sagar to get on the end of to try and grab a winner. Sagar’s persistence paid off with three minutes to go when Rovers were awarded a corner on their left. Woods whipped the ball in and Sagar’s glancing header went just over the bar. Rovers still looking for their first win of the season should take a lot of confidence from this display. 

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Brodie Woods, Adam Douglas; 

Harry Sagar;  Subs: Robbie Wilson.

Man of the match:  Harry Sagar

ELFA Under 10 Green   Played at Witton Park  03/10/10

Crown Paints Black 1  Gt Harwood Rovers 0


Gt Harwood Rovers are still looking for their first away points of the season and were unlucky not to secure at least a draw against Crown Paints Black with the game played in heavy rain. Crown Paints put the Harwood defence under some early pressure with a couple of shots going just wide of the posts and forcing a couple of corners. Rovers then started to get their passing game going on a pitch that seemed to have stood up well to the heavy overnight rain. Brodie Woods and James Slattery were linking up well down the centre with some nice touches laying the ball out to the wide men. Woods drove in a couple of long-range efforts, which went just wide. Crown Paints took the lead on the quarter hour mark when the ball was whipped back into the box following a clearance from a corner, with a shot that find it’s way through a crowded penalty box in to the back of the Rovers goal. Rovers shuffled their team at half time making three changes and a change of formation by going to three at the back in the hope of releasing the two full backs Harry Sagar and Jamie Raynor to push forward in support. Harwood dominated the second half but were just unable to find that clinical finish to draw level. Man of the match Adam Douglas came closest to scoring in the second half when he shot over the bar on five minutes, his well drilled shot rattled the crossbar on eleven minutes and he shot just wide in the closing stages of the match latching onto a parried save from the Crown Paints keeper following a shot from Woods.  

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Jamie Raynor; Max Benedetto, Brodie Woods, Adam Douglas; 

James Slattery;  Subs: Robbie Wilson, Harry Sagar, Jack Altham.

Man of the match:  Adam Douglas

ELFA Under 10 Green   Played at Memorial Park  26/09/10

Gt Harwood Rovers 2  Globe Bullough Park  2


Douglas

Slattery

Gt Harwood Rovers claimed their first point of the new season on home soil against Globe Bullough Park who came back from behind twice to take a share of the points. The opening stages of the match were pretty even with neither side troubling the keepers. Then Rovers stepped their game up a notch and pressed forward winning a succession of corners. Rovers were causing the Globe defence problems with the delivery of these corners and on the third of four corners in a row Harry Sagar came close to putting his team in the lead when his shot was deflected away for yet another corner. Brodie Woods took this corner to find an unmarked Adam Douglas in the box, who coolly put his shot away to give Harwood the lead in the thirteenth minute. Rovers could have doubled their lead moments later when they took a short corner, Woods whipped in a cross for Douglas to shoot just over the bar. Douglas nearly got his second of the game from a Woods corner, only for his shot being denied by the woodwork. Globe then caught Rovers on the counter attack on sixteen minutes with a run into the penalty box, the forwards shot hit the inside of the post and deflected into the net. Then four minutes into the second half Rovers regained the lead when the Globe keeper fumbled Jack Altham cross for James Slattery to tap in from close range. Globe levelled a minute later from the left side with a right-footed curling shot into the far corner away from the outstretched Rovers keeper James Wearden. Both sides pressed looking for the winner, being denied by the two goalkeepers. Harwood nearly took all three points in the closing minutes when Robbie Wilson’s through ball for Douglas only for his shot to hit the side netting. Then with virtually the last kick of the match Slattery’s shot bobbled across the face of goal. Another good performance from Harwood in their second game of the season and may feel they should have got more from this one.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Brodie Woods, Adam Douglas; 

Harry Sagar;  Subs: James Slattery, Robbie Wilson.

Man of the match:  Adam Douglas

ELFA Under 10 Green   Played at Witton Park  12/09/10

Blue Star 2  Gt Harwood Rovers 1



       Benedetto

Gt Harwood Rovers lost their opening game of the season in a match they deserved to get something out of. After going behind in the sixth minute, Rovers put up a spirited display dominating the second half and a man of the match performance from the keeper James Wearden with four point blank saves during the match to keep his team in the game. Harwood had the first chance of the game to take the lead when Harry Sagar’s throw in, found Brodie Woods and his through ball for James Slattery to shoot straight at the keeper. Within seconds the ball was at the other end of the pitch with Blue Star looking to take the lead, only for their shot to be saved by Wearden. Blue Star did take the lead moments later with a long range shot which the Rovers keeper Wearden managed to get fingertips too. Blue Star nearly doubled their lead on nine minutes when their striker was through one on one with Wearden, who stuck out a leg to deflect the ball away for a corner. Harwood had found themselves very much on the back foot in the early stages and when Woods unleashed a shot that went just wide, Rovers started to pick up the pace. On the quarter hour mark Wearden made his third point blank save of the match to deny Blue Star another certain goal. Harwood pressed forward looking for an equalizer and nearly got one back four minutes before the break. Woods took a free kick just outside the box only to be denied by the post. The second half started with Harwood under pressure and Wearden’s fourth one on one save. Harwood survived the early pressure to pull level three minutes into the second half, when Jamie Raynor took a throw in to Adam Douglas. He laid the ball back to Rayner, played a great pass in to Max Benedetto; he took two touches away from his marker and buried the ball in the back of the net. Blue Star regained the lead midway through the half, with a shot from outside the box in to the top corner of the goal. Harwood then dominated the rest of the half and midway through Sagar played in Douglas with his shot just wide. Woods, Sagar and Benedetto all went close for Harwood in the closing stages to try and take at least a point out of this game.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Jamie Raynor; Harry Sagar, Brodie Woods, Adam Douglas; 

James Slattery;  Subs: Max Benedetto, Robbie Wilson.

Man of the match:  James Wearden

