GREAT HARWOOD ROVERS UNDER 9’S

MATCH REPORTS SEASON 2009/10

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Lyndon House Sun 25/04/10

Gt Harwood Rovers 2   Preston Utd 5


Douglas

Sagar

Gt Harwood Rovers lost their seven match unbeaten run against a very strong Preston United side in their final match of the season to finish third in the table. Preston set about their task of securing second place in the table unleashing a shot just wide on three minutes. Rovers looked to soak up the early pressure from Preston and contained them for most of the first half. Preston won a left sided corner on thirteen minutes, which crept in the near post to give United an early lead. Rovers pushed forward looking for an equalizer and were awarded a penalty three minutes before the break for handball in the box from Woods’ corner. Raynor stepped up to take the penalty and put the spot kick just wide of the left post. Just before the half time whistle Raynor struck a great half volley from mid way inside the Preston half to bring out a great save from the keeper. After a very tight first half the second was completely open with six goals. Preston took Harwood apart with four goals in ten minutes to make sure of second place in the table. Two minutes in a cross took the slightest of deflections off the inside of Raynor’s foot to edge in at the far post. Then two goals in two minutes, two long range powerful drives from Preston’s man of the match had everyone beaten for pace and power and Preston claimed their fifth on thirty two minutes. With five minutes to go Harwood restored some pride when Douglas latched on to Sagar’s cross for his twentieth of the season. Rovers came close when Douglas played a great ball in for Slattery to shoot just wide. With a minute to go Rovers got their second following a good run from Douglas, he found Slattery who laid the ball on for Sagar to hit home from just inside the box.

Team:  James Wearden; Max Benedetto, Brodie Woods, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Denver Duxbury, Adam Douglas;   Subs: Finnley Green, James Slattery, Harry Sagar;

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Witton Park  Sun 18/04/10

Crown Paints Black 0    Gt Harwood Rovers 1   




             Douglas

Gt Harwood Rovers made it four wins in four to set up an exciting end to the season with victory over Crown Paints Black and secure a top three finish in the league. Rovers found this one hard going, as Crown Paints never let Harwood have time on the ball, closing them down quickly. They found it difficult at times to pass the ball around although Harwood did have most of the possession. Two minutes in Rovers had their first chance on goal when Douglas shot from outside the box, which went just wide. Woods had a drive blocked by the Crown Paints defence on eight minutes and Douglas shot wide again from Slattery’s through ball three minutes later. Rovers took the lead on the quarter hour mark when Altham’s through ball found Douglas on the left side, a great run into the box and a low down shot into the bottom corner for his nineteenth of the season. Three minutes before the break, Douglas could have had his second when he connected with Altham’s cross only for his shot to be saved by the Crown Paints keeper. Rovers came closest to doubling their lead two minutes into the second half from a Woods corner; Douglas rose to head just wide of the mark. Rovers pressed forward looking for a second to seal the win and nearly had it when a Crown Paints defender turned the ball just wide of his own goal. Harwood dominated the second half and had a succession of corners taken by Woods who delivered some good quality balls into the box, but Rovers just couldn’t find a way through. In the closing stages Crown Paints went on the attack and came close when they shot just wide. Rovers have now made it eight clean sheets for the season and are on a great run unbeaten since the end of February. This sets up a grand finale for the final game of the season next Sunday when Preston United visit Lyndon House. Rovers are two points behind Preston with the winners taking second place in the league.

Team:  James Wearden; Max Benedetto, Brodie Woods, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Adam Douglas; James Slattery;   Subs: Harry Sagar, Denver Duxbury;

Man of the match:  Denver Duxbury

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Lyndon House Thur 15/04/10

Gt Harwood Rovers 4  Whalley 0

Sagar x 2

Douglas

Woods

Gt Harwood Rovers moved up to third in the league after victory over bottom club Whalley, their fifth double of the season. This was their fourth clean sheet at home this season to establish themselves as one of the meanest defences, only conceding eight goals on home soil. Rovers manager Michael Woods shuffled his pack and started with one defender and two up front hoping to get some early goals to seal the tie. This paid off has Rovers took a two goal lead in to half time. Sagar collected his tenth of the season on six minutes latching on to Altham’s long throw to shoot low down. This was third time lucky for Sagar after having a shot saved in the opening minute and shooting just wide of the mark minutes later. Half chances came thick and fast for Harwood through Douglas, Sagar and Slattery, all unable to convert their chances. Rovers doubled their lead midway through the first half when a long ball played by Benedetto into the box was knocked down by Sagar for Douglas to score from close range. Sagar nearly doubled his tally five minutes before the break when he rattled the post. Whalley having scored a couple of goals in recent weeks pushed forward in numbers looking for a consolation goal but didn’t trouble the Harwood Keeper Wearden. On thirty-one minutes Sagar finally doubled his tally when he collected the ball just inside the Whalley half, he ran towards the edge of the penalty box and unleashed a powerful long-range drive past the keeper. Three minutes later the match was well and truly over with as a contest when an individual goal by Woods skipping past a couple of defender in the box saw him get his first of the season. Towards the end of the match Sagar thought he had got his second hat-trick of the season when a Whalley defender taking a goal kick touched the ball twice, Sagar quick as lightning unleashed a drive into the back of the net. The referee rightly so cancelled the goal and awarded Rovers a free kick on the edge of the box, which they were unable to convert. Harwood are now undefeated in their last six league games and unbeaten at Lyndon House in the league since mid September, only losing to newly crowned champions Oswaldtwistle St. Marys.

Team:  James Wearden; Max Benedetto; Jack Altham, Denver Duxbury, Adam Douglas; Harry Sagar, James Slattery;    Subs: Finnley Green, Jamie Rayner, Brodie Woods;

Man of the match:  Adam Douglas

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Lyndon House Sun 11/04/10

Gt Harwood Rovers 1  Blue Star 0


Altham

Gt Harwood Rovers kept their hopes alive of finishing runners up in the league after beating Blue Star at  Lyndon House. Altham’s sixth goal of the season in the first half is what separated these two sides in a game dominated by Rovers. But it was Blue Star that got the first bite of the cherry on two minutes when they put a left wing shot into the box. This turned out to be the closest they came all game to the Harwood goal. Rovers then started to build momentum and had four decent half chances in eight minutes. Sagar went round two defenders with his shot saved by the keeper and then he hit the post from Altham’s cross. Altham then teed up a shot that rattled the cross bar and two minutes later Altham’s deep cross found Douglas in space for his shot to be saved. On the quarter hour Rovers won a corner on the right, taken by Woods the ball fell to Altham on the edge of the box, he struck the ball through a crowd of players into the corner of the net. It could have been more for Rovers, but for a man of the match performance from the Blue Star keeper who foiled every attempt they had. In the closing stages of the first half he pulled off a fine save to deny Douglas low down to the right post. Rovers pressed for a second in the second half but to no avail. Duxbury came close with his shot from outside the box just wide and Altham waded in with two shots just wide of the mark. The best opportunity for Harwood to double their lead came on thirty three minutes with a great run and cross from Altham, the ball fell to the feet of Slattery and with only the keeper to beat he shot wide from close range. Then with seconds left on the watch Duxbury had a great run and shot only to be denied again with a great save from the Blue Star keeper. Rovers remain fourth in the league and without defeat in their last six home games.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Brodie Woods, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Adam Douglas; Harry Sagar;   Subs: James Slattery, Denver Duxbury, Max Benedetto;

Man of the match:  Brodie Woods

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Lyndon House Sun 21/03/10

Gt Harwood Rovers 1  Blackburn Utd 1


Douglas

Gt Harwood Rovers thought they had claimed all three points four minutes from time when Douglas hit home his seventeenth of the season, but Blackburn United hit back two minutes later for a share of the points. This was a very close encounter between these two sides only separated by goal difference in the table. A match with very few chances on target for both sides, it was Blackburn that had the first opportunity bringing out a great save from Wearden at point blank range. Harwood had the better of the half chances in the game, with both Douglas and Duxbury coming close in the first half for Harwood with neither being able to find the back of the net. In the second half Altham was allowed space to run in to by Blackburn, only for his shot to go wide. Eight minutes into the second half United broke and find themselves in the box, unleashing a shot into the side netting. Then on sixteen minutes came what many thought was the winner for Harwood. Altham with a great ball across the pitch to Douglas, he ran into the box shooting into the far bottom corner leaving the keeper with no chance of saving the ball. Blackburn hit back straight from the kick off winning a corner on the right hand side. The ball was swung in to the box and fell to the unmarked United forward who forced the ball home for the equalizer. Rovers have now gone four games unbeaten at home in the league and remain fifth in the table level with Blackburn on thirty-two points. 

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Denver Duxbury, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Adam Douglas; Harry Sagar;   Subs: James Slattery, Max Benedetto;

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at St Peter’s Ave  Sun 14/03/10

Rossendale Valley Wasps 1   Gt Harwood Rovers 7


         

       Douglas x 4




       Sagar x 3


Three goals inside seven minutes in the first half secured all three points for Gt Harwood Rovers, but they weren’t finished there and added another four in the second half. Douglas and Sagar both collected a hat trick and linked up well for each other’s goals. After a very tight opening ten minutes, Rossendale came the closest to scoring with a cross straight across the face of goal. Rovers looked nervous defending in the first half but broke to take the lead on eleven minutes. Sagar collected the ball on the right side; he whipped in a cross for the unmarked Douglas, with time to control the ball before shooting home for his first of the game. That started the onslaught from Sagar and Douglas as they made light work of the Rossendale Valley defence. Minutes later Sagar was allowed to run with the ball from near the half way line, he put a great ball into the box for Douglas, who made no mistake from close range. Douglas collected his second hat trick of the season three minutes before the break when Sagar once again broke with the ball to find Douglas inside the box to shoot into the bottom corner of the net. This just after Valley had come close to getting a goal back with a shot from outside the box going just over the bar. Benedetto moved into midfield in the second half and nearly got himself on the score sheet with his shot just over the bar. Douglas then returned his thanks to Sagar by setting the ball up nicely into the box for Sagar’s first goal of the match. Sagar got his second and Rovers fifth on seven minutes when he slotted a loose ball home from a tight angle. Valley got a goal back a minute later when Green completely missed the ball letting in the Valley winger to put the ball into the box, Wearden had the ball trapped between his legs as the Valley forward poked the ball home off the body of Rayner. Rossendale then pressed for a second putting pressure on the Rovers defence with three corners in succession. Douglas got his fourth of the game on twelve minutes when he was clean through from a Valley goal kick. Sagar came close to collecting his hat trick when he picked off a goal kick and flashed his shot just wide. He didn’t have to wait much longer for his well-deserved third. Five minutes before time he lobbed the keeper from outside the box. Rovers tenth league win of the season has moved them back up to fifth in the league, level on points with Rossendale Valley Wasps and Rovers next opponents Blackburn Utd, with games in hand on them both and they are still in with a chance of finishing in the top three.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Denver Duxbury, Max Benedetto; Brodie Woods, Adam Douglas; 

Harry Sagar;  Subs: Jamie Raynor;

Man of the match:  Adam Douglas

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Everton Playing Fields  Sun 7/03/10

Blue Star 0   Gt Harwood Rovers 1


         Slattery

Gt Harwood Rovers returned to winning ways in a close encounter with Blue Star to make it five away league wins for the season so far. A much improved performance from Harwood after last weeks disaster show at Rossendale. Rovers had the better of the early play on a chilly morning kicking up the slope in the first half and should have taken the lead on three minutes when the Blue Star keeper spilled Altham’s long range shot and Sagar’s follow up went just wide. Four minutes later Rovers took a short corner, the resulting cross from Douglas found Duxbury on the edge of the box and his dipping shot went just over the bar. Blue Star began to put pressure on the Rovers defence and were clean through with only Wearden to beat, he came out and blocked their shot. Then minutes later Wearden deflected a shot on to the post. Sagar then got his second chance of the game to put Rovers in the lead when he latched on to Altham’s long throw only to put the ball wide. Harwood took the lead eleven minutes into the second half, the ball was played into the penalty box which resulted in a goal mouth scramble and the ball hitting Slattery’s shin into the back of the net. Blue Star pressed looking for an equalizer but failed to get a shot on target. Rovers could and should have doubled their lead in the closing stages of the game. Some neat short passing with Slattery, Altham and Sagar, saw Slattery’s cross just a whisker away from the far post. Then with virtually the last kick of the game Sagar’s powerful shot from outside the box went just wide.

Team:  James Wearden; Max Benedetto, Denver Duxbury, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Adam Douglas; 

Harry Sagar;  Subs: Finnley Green, Brodie Woods, James Slattery;

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Dark Lane  Sun 28/02/10

Rossendale Utd Lads 2   Gt Harwood Rovers 1



              Sagar

Gt Harwood Rovers slipped up away at Rossendale United Lads, maybe putting a dent in their chances of finishing inside the top three this season with a poor first half performance. On paper Rovers should have won against a Rossendale Utd Lads side who had only won one game at Dark Lane all season. Rovers found themselves two down inside the opening ten minutes. A mixture of bad defending and a non-existent midfield let Rossendale in with two soft goals. United took the lead in the opening minute when the Rovers defence had pushed up leaving three players unmarked, they ran onto the ball and slotted it into the bottom corner. The second came from a throw in, no marking from the Harwood defenders let a header go unchallenged drop into the back of the net. Rovers started to try and put their mark on the game with an effort from Altham and a well taken free kick from Woods which caused a panic in the United defence. Just before half time Rovers had the best chance of the half to get back into the game when Slattery missed a header on goal. Rovers rung the changes at half time making three substitutions and they looked a lot sharper dominating the majority of the second half. Duxbury nearly put Rovers back in it with a great effort on target. Five minutes in and Harwood hit back when Douglas picked up possession in the middle and found Sagar down the right hand side of the box; his shot across the area went into the far corner of the goal. Harwood pushed for an equalizer and nearly got it two minute later when Douglas’s shot went into the side netting. Mid way through the half Rossendale should have put the game beyond Harwood’s reach when Green and Raynor left the forwards unmarked, another ball over the top leaving the forward with only the keeper to beat, but for a great block and clearance by Wearden. Rovers thought they had scored a second when Altham’s shot rattled the underside of the bar, but the referee waved play on not convinced it had crossed the line. Last chance for Rovers with only minutes on the watch saw Altham drive in a shot, it caught a deflection off the Rossendale defender’s leg, heading for the far corner, the keeper made a fantastic diving stop across his goal to turn the ball away.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Brodie Woods, Max Benedetto; Jack Altham, Adam Douglas; 

James Slattery;  Subs: Denver Duxbury, Jamie Raynor, Harry Sagar;

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Lyndon House Sun 14/02/10

Gt Harwood Rovers 3  Globe Bullough Park 0


Slattery x 2

Douglas

A brace from Slattery helped Harwood secure all three points and their fourth home league win of the season with victory over Globe Bullough Park. It took just five minutes for Rovers to take the lead when Duxbury collected the ball on the right, finding Sagar on the edge of the box. His through ball for Altham was straight into feet for a great cross with Slattery latching on to the loose ball across the box. Slattery should have opened the scoring moments earlier with only the keeper to beat when he shot wide. Man of the match Sagar was involved in everything for Harwood on the right hand side and had five glorious chances in the first half to increase Rovers lead. Before Rovers had scored he had already hit the post, then he shot wide twice and over the bar from a corner. Slattery got his second of the game when Altham cut out a Globe free kick; he ran in to the Globe half forcing the defender towards him and put a great ball through for Slattery to make no mistake with only the keeper to beat. Sagar was involved again in the third with some neat short passing with Duxbury on the edge of the box. Sagar found Douglas just inside the box for his twelfth of the season. Globe offered very little in attack as Rovers collected their second home clean sheet of the season to make them the meanest defence at home in the league having only conceded seven goals.

Team:  James Wearden; Max Benedetto, Denver Duxbury, Jamie Raynor; Harry Sagar, Jack Altham; James Slattery;   Subs: Adam Douglas

Man of the match:  Harry Sagar

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Sandy Lane  Sun 7/02/10

Darwen Rangers 1   Gt Harwood Rovers 3



       Douglas



       Sagar

       Slattery

Gt Harwood Rovers claimed their first win of the new year and their first double of the season after beating Darwen Rangers. Rovers made life difficult for themselves in the early stages by going a goal behind in the second minute, when a shot was parried by the Rovers keeper Wearden only to fall at the feet of the Rangers striker to shoot from short range. This seemed to spur Harwood into action with efforts from Altham into the side netting and a long range shot from Woods. Rovers equalised on eight minutes after Sagar had won possession with a couple of tough challenges, he put a good ball through for Douglas to make it eleven goals for the season. He could have made it two if it wasn’t for some good saves from the Rangers keeper. Three minutes before the break Darwen could have retaken the lead when they were clean through only to be thwarted by a superb double save by Wearden. Rovers took the lead when Woods sent a great ball across the pitch to Altham, his cross found Sagar in the box to give Rovers the lead at half time. Harwood claimed all three points six minutes into the second half, Sagar’s clearance from his own penalty box found Slattery on the halfway line, he beat his marker and with only the keeper to beat he coolly slotted the ball into the bottom corner. Rovers could have increased their lead further through Woods, Green and Duxbury whose shot hit the keeper.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Brodie Woods, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Adam Douglas; 

Harry Sagar;  Subs: Denver Duxbury, James Slattery;

Man of the match:  Brodie Woods

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Everton Playing Fields Sun 24/01/10

Blackburn Utd 4   Gt Harwood Rovers 3



    Duxbury



    Slattery

    Altham

Gt Harwood Rovers returned to action after a three month break due to the inclement weather, to see there four match winning run in the league come to an end against a strong Blackburn United side. Rovers looking a little rusty in the opening stages due to the long lay off, were under pressure from the kick off as Blackburn looked for the opener and it came after only eight minutes when a great cross from the left was turned in. Four minutes later Utd doubled their lead when they picked off a goal kick. Harwood started to get back into the game and hit back with a goal a minute later following a run from Douglas on the left, his cross found Duxbury who tapped in from close range. Rovers levelled three minutes into the second half when Slattery showed great control from Wearden’s kick out to beat his marker and the Utd keeper. Blackburn retook the lead midway through the second half, the defence had pushed up and left Utd’s two forwards unmarked and were left with just the keeper to beat. Harwood were not finished yet and came back from behind again to level with three minutes left. A great individual goal from Altham looked to have sealed at least a point for Rovers until Utd hit back, a cross from the left caught Altham on his leg at the near post to roll over the line. In the final minute Harwood won a free kick just outside the box, Woods stepped up to take the free kick which flashed just wide of the near post.

Team:  James Wearden; Max Benedetto, Brodie Woods, Jamie Raynor; Denver Duxbury, Adam Douglas; 

Harry Sagar;  Subs: Finnley Green, James Slattery, Jack Altham;

Man of the match:  Adam Douglas

Mini Soccer League Cup Under 9’s 2ND Round   Played at Memorial Park Sun 15/11/09

Gt Harwood Rovers 1  Clitheroe Wolves Yellow 3


Duxbury 1

Gt Harwood Rovers were knocked out of the league cup at the first attempt with a disappointing performance against Clitheroe Wolves Yellow from the Red Division. Harwood having not played for three weeks came into this game on the back of four straight wins in the league, while Wolves hadn’t won a league game all season. Clitheroe had Harwood under pressure from the kick off with at least seven half chances on goal with Rovers finding it difficult to get the ball out of their own half. Then with two minutes to go to the break Clitheroe opened the scoring after some bad defending by Harwood. There was a glimmer of hope for Rovers when Altham went on one of his long runs only to shoot into the side netting. In the second half Clitheroe increased their lead two minutes in when a shot was parried by Wearden into the back of the net. Woods tried to walk the ball through only to be thwarted by the Wolves keeper. Wolves sealed the win with quarter of an hour to go when the striker broke away from his defender to slip the ball through Wearden’s legs. It could well have been more except for some good saves from Wearden and timely interceptions from man of the match Green. Rovers grabbed a consolation goal with two minutes to go when a corner taken by Douglas hit Duxbury on the knee to deflect in to the goal.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Brodie Woods, Max Benedetto; Jack Altham, Adam Douglas; James Slattery;   Subs: Denver Duxbury, Jamie Raynor, Harry Sagar;

Man of the match:  Finnley Green

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Lyndon House Sun 25/10/09

Gt Harwood Rovers 3  Mellor Juniors  1


Douglas 3

A fine hat trick from Douglas saw Gt Harwood Rovers claim all three points against second in the table Mellor Juniors. Douglas’s first on thirteen minutes was a team effort, the move started by Duxbury. He crossed the ball to Hammerton whose shot was parried by the keeper into the path of Douglas to pass the ball over the line. The second involved all three again with Duxbury’s pass finding Hammerton, he slid the ball across the box for the unmarked Douglas to shoot from inside the box. Rovers dominated the first half and should have opened the scoring earlier through Hammerton when his shot went just wide. Douglas hit the post from close range and Duxbury shot over the bar after latching on to a long throw from Altham. Mellor started brightly in the second half pushing Harwood back and got their reward on nine minutes grabbing a goal back after Rovers defence failed to pick up the Mellor forward. This after Mellor had earlier shot into the side netting. Douglas claimed his third with a good solo effort passing the Mellor defence and a driven shot into the bottom corner to hit double figures for the season. He could have had another, but for a great save from the Mellor keeper. This victory takes Rovers up to third in the league five points behind second place Mellor.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Denver Duxbury, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Tobias Hammerton, Adam Douglas;   Subs: 

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Bullough Park Sun 11/10/09

Globe Bullough Park 0   Gt Harwood Rovers 4




Altham




Douglas




Sagar




Raynor   pen

Gt Harwood Rovers claimed their third win on the bounce with a convincing four nil victory over Globe Bullough Park. Rovers found themselves two up in the opening five minutes, the first goal from Altham when he shot into the top corner after a bad defensive clearance from a corner. The second was a great run from Douglas on the left; he skipped past two defenders to shoot home from just inside the box. Globe tried to get back into the game and had a certain goal saved by the out stretched fingertips of Rovers keeper Wearden who turned the ball onto the post. Rovers could have put the game beyond Globe when Sagar’s shot went wide. Harwood then doubled their lead in the second half when Sagar latched on to a through ball and shot into the top corner. Then with six minutes to go the referee awarded Rovers a penalty for handball, Raynor stepped up and made no mistake with the spot kick.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Denver Duxbury, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Adam Douglas; 

Harry Sagar;  Subs: Brodie Woods, Max Benedetto;

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Lyndon House Sun 4/10/09

Gt Harwood Rovers 2  Darwen Rangers 1


Duxbury

Altham

Gt Harwood Rovers came back from a goal down to win and claim all three points in this evenly contested game against Darwen Rangers. Both sides more than matched each other and it took thirteen minutes before the first chance on goal when Woods’ shot was saved by the Rangers keeper. Rovers started to put pressure on the Rangers goal with efforts from Altham, Woods and Douglas who shot over. Rangers then hit Rovers on the break and took the lead on seventeen minutes. Rangers pushed looking for a second before half time but keeper Wearden pulled off some good saves. Harwood came back into the game in the second half when substitute Green’s clearance found Duxbury who was through on goal to equalize. Rovers then doubled their lead three minutes later when Altham picked up a loose ball in the middle and raced towards goal and made no mistake with his shot. Rovers could have had a third in the closing stages when a clearance from a corner fell to Benedetto who drove his shot wide. 

Team:  James Wearden; Max Benedetto, Brodie Woods, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Adam Douglas; 

Harry Sagar;  Subs: Finnley Green, Denver Duxbury, Tobias Hammerton;

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Station Road Tue 29/09/09

Whalley 0  Gt Harwood Rovers 7


      Douglas

                    Altham


      Duxbury x 2

 
      Sagar x 2


      Benedetto

After two straight defeats Gt Harwood Rovers returned to winning ways against bottom of the table Whalley. A brace for Sagar and for debutant Duxbury helped Rovers go back up to fourth in the league. Rovers took the lead as early as the sixth minute when Altham’s shot was saved by the Whalley keeper only to find Douglas lurking for the rebound. On the quarter hour mark Altham got Rovers second when he squeezed the ball in to the goal from the bye line. With efforts from Woods and Sagar rovers continued to pile the pressure on a shaky Whalley defence. It was a defensive mistake that let in Duxbury for his first goal in a Rovers shirt; he kept a cool head with only the keeper to beat. In the second half Sagar got his reward for some good work when he chipped the keeper for his first of the night, that after he had earlier hit the post. The final three minutes were frantic with goals, the keeper saved Sagar’s shot and Duxbury tapped the ball over the line for his second. Two minutes later Sagar got his second and Rovers sixth. Then with seconds left on the watch Benedetto got his name on the score sheet when he latched on to Altham’s long throw.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Brodie Woods, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Adam Douglas; 

Harry Sagar;  Subs: Max Benedetto, Denver Duxbury;

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Foxhill Bank Sun 27/09/09

Oswaldtwistle St Mary’s 5  Gt Harwood Rovers 2




     Altham




     Douglas



Great Harwood Rovers suffered their second successive defeat in seven days against high scoring Oswaldtwistle St Mary’s. Rovers struggled to get going in this encounter and found themselves three nil down inside the opening twelve minutes. Sagar and Altham though had other idea’s and started to pressure the Oswaldtwistle defence, both having good efforts saved. Then on fifteen minutes a good move by Harwood brought them a goal, Woods got a good header from a throw in, this find Sagar in space, he put a great ball through for Altham who couldn’t miss from inside the box. Oswaldtwistle came out in the second half and made sure of all three points with two more goals inside eight minutes. But Rovers weren’t finish and put pressure on the defence and mid way through the half got their second of the game. Altham picked up procession, took the ball into the opposition half, he put a great ball across for Douglas and shot the ball in the bottom corner.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Brodie Woods, Max Benedetto; Harry Sagar, Adam Douglas; 

Jack Altham;  Subs: Jamie Raynor;

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Lyndon House Sun 20/09/09

Gt Harwood Rovers 0  Oswaldtwistle St Mary’s 3


Gt Harwood Rovers lost their first home game of the season against a very strong Oswaldtwistle St Mary’s side. Rovers almost took the lead on four minutes when Benedetto had a great chance and shot wide from short range. He had two more great chances for Harwood to take the lead, but unfortunately missed them both. The Rovers defence was soon under pressure from Oswaldtwistle, which produced some good saves from Wearden in the Harwood goal. In the second half Oswaldtwistle pressed forward looking for a goal and got their rewards on six minutes when they broke through a good Harwood defence to open the scoring. Oswaldtwistle who had scored nineteen goals in two games this season weren’t finished there and got a second two minutes later. Some slack defending by Harwood with nine minutes left let Oswaldtwistle finish off the game with their third.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Brodie Woods, Jamie Raynor; Max Benedetto, Adam Douglas; 

James Slattery;  Subs: Tobias Hammerton;

Man of the match:  Brodie Woods

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Lyndon House Tue 15/09/09

Gt Harwood Rovers 4  Rossendale Utd Lads 0


Douglas x 2

Sagar

Slattery

Gt Harwood Rovers moved up to fourth place in the Under 9’s Yellow league following their victory over Rossendale Utd. The match was over as a contest by half time with Gt Harwood three up at the break with a brace from Douglas, his second this season. Douglas got his first on seven minutes when a defensive clearance from Green found Douglas unmarked and with only to keeper to beat, he buried it into the bottom corner. Rovers doubled their lead on twelve minutes when Green and Douglas linked up again in similar style to the first, this time Douglas shot into the roof of the net. With efforts from Woods and Sagar during the first half Rovers couldn’t increase their lead until just before half time when Sagar latched on to a bad goal kick from the Rossendale keeper to shoot home from short distance. Rovers manager Michael Woods made changes at half time and Harwood seemed content to sit back on their lead. Rovers back line of Green, Raynor and Benedetto coped well with any threat from Rossendale, who had a chance mid way through the half when Harwood keeper Wearden cleared the ball off his own line. Rovers then started to get back into the game, has Slattery had a chance to put the game well beyond the reach of Rossendale. He was clean through on goal but shot wide. Woods had a good chance late on, but hit the post. Then with minutes to go to full time Slattery latched on to a loose ball in the box to make it four for Harwood and seal back to back wins.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Brodie Woods, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Adam Douglas; 

Harry Sagar;  Subs: James Slattery, Max Benedetto, Tobias Hammerton;

Man of the match:  Harry Sagar

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Everton Playing Fields   13/09/09

Preston United 1
   Gt Harwood Rovers 3




   Slattery



   Own Goal x 2

Gt Harwood Rovers got their first league victory of the season beating newcomers Preston United. Rovers continued their good performances of the last two games and took the lead on four minutes through Slattery following a good cross from Altham on the right, Douglas’s shot rebounded off the keeper straight to Slattery who couldn’t miss from short range. Rovers could have taken the lead as early as the second minute when Douglas shot wide after good work by Altham down the right. Rovers tried to wrap the game up in the first half with efforts from Woods and a long distance shot from Douglas, which went just over the bar. Then four minutes before the break, a long kick by Preston keeper bounced over everyone, the centre forward latched onto it and made no mistake slotting the ball home to put Preston back in the match. In the second half Gt Harwood pushed forward looking for a winner, the ball fell to Douglas from a corner, he hit the post the ball rebounded back to him only for his shot to hit the same post again. Altham continued to cause the Preston defence problems with his pace down the right and drove the ball in to the side netting. With seven minutes to go Rovers got the goal they had been looking for when Woods cross from outside the box deflected of a Preston defender past his own keeper. Preston still pushed forward looking for an equalizer, but was well marshalled at the back by Green and second half substitute Benedetto. Rovers third goal of the game came two minutes before the end when Slattery crossed the ball only for the defender to turn the ball into his own goal.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Brodie Woods, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Adam Douglas;  

James Slattery;  Subs: Harry Sagar, Max Benedetto.

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Witton Park   08/09/09

Mellor Juniors 3  Gt Harwood Rovers 0


It was another good performance by Gt Harwood Rovers but they just couldn’t find the net in their first away game of the season. Rovers started brightly pushing forward and putting the Mellor defence under pressure with surging runs from Altham and Sagar. Mellor made the breakthrough on seven minutes when a scramble in the box found a Mellor player who slid the ball past Wearden in the Rovers goal. Mellor then pressed looking for a second and doubled their lead on seventeen minutes. Man of the match Altham beat the left back for pace on a number of occasions putting in some decent crosses for Slattery, the best of which went just wide of goal. Rovers tried to get back in the game, looking worthy of a least a point and with Douglas hitting the post and Altham’s shot into the side netting you knew it just wasn’t going to be their day. Mellor made sure of the points shortly before the full time whistle when they got their third of the match and it could have been more if Raynor hadn’t cleared the ball off the line.

Team:  James Wearden: Brodie Woods, Adam Douglas, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Harry Sagar; 

James Slattery:  Subs: Finnley Green.

Man of the match:  Jack Altham

ELFA Under 9 Yellow   Played at Lyndon House 06/09/09

Gt Harwood Rovers 2  Crown Paints Black 2


Douglas x 2

Gt Harwood Rovers grabbed a deserved equaliser two minutes from time in their opening match of the new football season in a game, which they dominated. After some early pressure from Rovers it was Crown Paints who opened the scoring against the run of play on six minutes when a through ball split the defence and shot in to the bottom corner of the Rovers goal. Rovers pressed forward looking for the equaliser with plenty of half chances, long range efforts from Woods and Douglas and a shot wide from Sagar. Rovers continued to dominate the second half and got their rewards ten minutes into the half when Douglas drove in a shot which the Crown Paints keeper couldn’t hold and the ball rolled over the line. Harwood pushed forward looking for a winner and nearly got it when Altham’s long-range shot hit the post. Slattery and Sagar both came close again for Rovers with Slattery hitting the post, but with five minutes to go it was Crown Paints who broke beating the defence to slip the ball under the keeper. Within two minutes of the restart Harwood had levelled the game when the ball fell to Douglas just inside the centre of the penalty box with a well-driven shot in to the bottom corner.

Team:  James Wearden; Finnley Green, Brodie Woods, Jamie Raynor; Jack Altham, Adam Douglas; 

Harry Sagar;  Subs: James Slattery.

Man of the match:  James Slattery 

